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Policy Revision 

Policy Title Undergraduate Dean’s List, Honors & Awards 
Policy URL https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/grading/distinction-honors-awards  
Suggested updates • Undergraduate Dean’s List, Honors & Awards 

o Expand applicability of dean’s list and dean’s list with distinction. 
 Add half-time categories requiring 6 units; GPA requirements remain unchanged. 
 Update full-time categories to require 12 units instead of 15; GPA requirements remain 

unchanged. 
 Honorable Mention category is removed. 
 Reformat eligibility information into tables. 

o Remove year-based Academic Distinction. 
o Rename policy headings for clarity. 

 Update Graduation with Academic Distinction to “Bachelor’s Degree Latin Honors”. 
 Update policy title to “Undergraduate Dean’s List, Honors & Awards”. 
 Update the “University Academic Honors” section to “University Academic Recognition”. 
 Break single section, “Other Awards & Honors” into 2 sections: “Commencement Awards & 

Recognition” and “Honor Societies”. 
• Grades & the Grading System 

o Update reference to “Dean’s List, Academic Distinction, Honors and Awards” with “Undergraduate 
Dean’s List, Honors & Awards”. 

Rationale for updates • Undergraduate Dean’s List, Honors & Awards 
o Adding a half-time category for the dean’s list recognizes the efforts and progress of the growing half-time 

student population.  
o Reducing the full-time dean’s list to 12 credits aligns with the University’s full-time status policy. As 12 

credits is currently the threshold for honorable mention, this category would no longer be needed.  
o Academic Distinction is the annual equivalent of the term-based dean’s list, with significant overlap among 

the students that receive both forms of recognition. Focusing on term-based achievement will reduce 
complexity for students and the institution.  

o Updating the policy headings will add clarity:  
 The new policy title reflects the removal of academic distinction and clarifies that the policy only 

applies to undergraduate students.  
 “Bachelor’s Degree Latin Honors” is a straightforward term recognized consistently across 

institutions, whereas Graduation with Academic Distinction is less apparent. 
 Updating to “University Academic Recognition” ensures clearer distinction between academic 

recognitions and the honors program. 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/grading/distinction-honors-awards
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 Separating Commencement Awards & Recognition from Honor Societies clarifies the difference 
between one-time awards (granted at the end of a student’s career) and membership in honor 
societies (which may be ongoing throughout a student’s career).  

• Grades & the Grading System 
o All reference in policies to academic distinction should be removed to avoid confusion. 

Contact Person for Questions Abbie Sorg, Caleb Simmons 
Responsible Unit Office of the Registrar URL https://registrar.arizona.edu/ 
Career Applicability ☒ Undergraduate        ☐ Graduate        ☐ Law        ☐ Medicine        ☐ Pharmacy        ☐ Veterinary Medicine 

Approvals Granted  

(for council use only) 

UGC Policies Subcommittee Scheduled: 11/14/2023, 12/12/2024, 
2/27/2024 

Status: Approved 2/27/2024 

Undergraduate Council Scheduled: 3/12/2024 Status: Approved 3/12/2024, 
Graduation with Honors section 
adjusted at request of Honors 
College following UGC approval. 

Graduate Council Scheduled: XX Status: XX 
Undergraduate CAAC Scheduled: 3/26/2024 Status: Approved with updates 

3/26/2024 
Graduate CAAC Scheduled: XX Status: XX 
Faculty Senate Executive Committee Scheduled: 3/18/2024 Status: 
Faculty Senate Scheduled: 4/1/2024 Status: 

Policy Revision Side by Side 

Additions in Green – Deletions in Yellow 
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Existing Policy Proposed Edit 

Academic Distinction, Dean’s List, Honors & Awards  

University Academic Honors 

Honors are bestowed as recognition of outstanding 
academic achievement and as a means to further 
encourage sound scholarship. They are awarded to every 
undergraduate student attaining the required proficiency. 
For some awards, students also receive certificates. The 
University of Arizona supports academic achievement and 
is pleased to recognize and reward undergraduate 
students whose performance merits special attention. For 
more information see the Honors College section. 

Dean's List 

Three categories of Dean's List are awarded every 
semester based on units completed for credit and 
letter grade (excluding all Pass/Fail [P/F] and 
Superior/Pass [S/P] grades). Also, all Incomplete (I) 
grades must be made up before the honor is bestowed. 

1. Dean's List with Distinction -- is based on 15 units 
and a 4.000 grade-point-average. 

2. Dean's List -- is based on 15 units and a grade-
point average of 3.500-3.999. 

3. Honorable Mention -- is based on 12 units of 3.500 
and above grade-point-average. 

Students awarded these academic honors are recognized 
by their primary college i.e. the college of their first 
major or their first degree program), either at the Honors 
Convocation the following fall or through other means 

Undergraduate Dean’s List, Honors & Awards 

University Academic Recognition 

Recognition of outstanding academic achievement is 
granted to every undergraduate student attaining the 
required proficiency.  

Dean's List  

Dean’s List recognition is awarded every term, based on 
units completed for credit and letter grade, which 
excludes courses with the following grade types: 

• Superior (S), Pass (P), or Fail (F) grades 

• Incomplete (I) grades that have not yet been 
completed 

Dean’s List recognition is part of the official record and 
appears on the transcript.  

NOTATION GPA 
REQUIREMENT 

CREDIT 
REQUIREMENT 
(REGULAR 
GRADES) 

Dean’s List with 
Distinction–Full 
Time 

4.000 12 

Dean’s List with 
Distinction–Half 
Time 

4.000 6 

http://directory.arizona.edu/colleges/honors-college
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/grading/grading-system
http://www.arizona.edu/topics/colleges
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/transcripts?audience=students&cat1=22&cat2=192
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determined by the college. This recognition becomes part 
of the official record and appears on the transcript. 

Academic Distinction  

Two categories of Distinction are awarded annually based 
on units completed for credit and letter grade (excluding 
all Pass/Fail [P/F] and Superior/Pass [S/P] grades). Also, 
all Incomplete (I) grades must be made up before the 
honor is bestowed. Distinction is based on all University 
credit completed in the prior year, beginning with 
Summer Pre-session and inclusive of other Summer 
Sessions, Fall, Winter, and Spring terms, and 
Dynamically Dated courses. During each regular 
semester (i.e. Fall and Spring), students must complete a 
minimum of 12 graded units. 

1. Highest Academic Distinction -- is based on 30 
units and a 4.000 grade-point-average. 

2. Academic Distinction -- is based on 30 units and a 
grade-point-average of 3.500-3.999. 

Students awarded these academic honors are recognized 
at the Honors Convocation of their primary college (i.e. 
the college of their first major or their first degree 
program) the following Fall. Students awarded either 
category of Distinction will receive a certificate from their 
primary college. 

Graduation with Academic Distinction 

Three categories are awarded for superior scholarship in 
work leading to the bachelor's degree. This honor, based 
upon graduation grade-point-average, becomes part of 

Dean’s List–Full 
Time 

3.500-3.999 12 

Dean’s List–Half 
Time 

3.500-3.999 6 

 

Bachelor’s Degree Latin Honors 

Three categories are awarded for superior scholarship in 
work leading to the bachelor's degree. This honor, based 
upon degree conferral grade-point-average, is part of the 
official record, is awarded upon degree conferral and 
appears on the transcript and diploma of the recipient. 

LATIN HONORS GPA REQUIREMENT 

Summa Cum Laude 3.900-4.000 

Magna Cum Laude 3.700-3.899 

Cum Laude 3.500-3.699 

To be eligible for Latin Honors at graduation, bachelor's 
degree candidates must have completed at least 45 
graded units of University Credit with letter grades that 
carry the required grade-point-average.  

Graduation with Honors 

Graduation with Honors is bestowed on students who 
have completed all requirements of the University-wide 
Honors Program. This academic recognition is part of the 
official record and is noted on the transcript and 
diploma of the recipient. Honors students also wear a 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/grading/grading-system
http://www.arizona.edu/topics/colleges
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/transcripts?audience=students&cat1=22&cat2=192
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-definitions
https://frankehonors.arizona.edu/
http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/transcripts?audience=students&cat1=22&cat2=192
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the official record, is awarded upon graduation and 
appears on the transcript and diploma of the recipient. 

1. Summa Cum Laude -- is awarded to candidates 
whose grade-point-average is 3.900 or higher. 

2. Magna Cum Laude -- is awarded to candidates 
whose grade-point-average is 3.700-3.899. 

3. Cum Laude -- is awarded to candidates whose 
grade-point-average is 3.5000-3.699. 

To be eligible for distinction at graduation, bachelor's 
degree candidates must have completed at least 45 
graded units with letter grades that carry the required 
grade-point-average. Also, in computing the above 
grade-point-averages, only University Credit is 
considered. This policy applies to all students graduating 
in December 1998 or later. 

Graduation with Honors 

Graduation with Honors is bestowed on students who 
have completed all requirements of the University-wide 
Honors Program. This academic recognition becomes part 
of the official record and is noted on the transcript and 
diploma of the recipient. Honors students also wear a 
special cord and medallion at graduation. 

Other Awards and Honors 

Other awards and honors in recognition of outstanding 
academic achievement are bestowed through the various 
colleges and departments. Also, colleges and 
departments offer participation in discipline-based honor 

special medallion at graduation bestowed by the W. A. 
Franke Honors College.  

Commencement Awards and Recognition 

Other awards and honors in recognition of outstanding 
academic achievement are bestowed through a student’s 
college.  

Honor Societies  

Colleges and departments offer participation in discipline-
based honor societies and associations. Interested 
students should contact departmental and college 
academic advisors. 

http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/transcripts?audience=students&cat1=22&cat2=192
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-definitions
https://frankehonors.arizona.edu/
https://frankehonors.arizona.edu/
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societies and associations. Interested students should 
contact departmental and college academic advisors. 

 



Academic Distinction Benchmarking 

A review of 17 ABOR and peer institutions’ academic distinction policies reveals that all institutions have 

a dean’s list, though grade and credit requirements differ slightly. 15/17 institutions have a graduation 

with honors distinction earned through participation in a university-wide honors program, participation 

in departmental honors program, and/or through writing a thesis. All but 3 institutions appoint 

graduating students with latin honors (cum laude, magna cum laude, summa cum laude). For a more 

detailed breakdown, please see the individual summary sections. 

A. Types of Academic Distinction Represented 
DISTINCTION INSTITUTION 
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Dean’s List / 
Honor Roll 

X X X X X X X X X X X1 X X1 X X X X X 

Honor’s 
Program 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Graduation w 
Honors 
(through 
Honor’s 
Program) 

X    X  X  X X X X X X X    

Graduation w 
Honors 
(through 
thesis) 

   X  X   X   X X      

Departmental 
Honors 

   X X X X X X   X X1  X X X X 

Honorable 
Mention 

X    X              

Latin Honors X X X  X X X  X X2 X  X X X X X X2 

Honors / High 
Honors / 
Highest 
Honors 

      X X  X      X  X3 

Academic 
Distinction 

X  X     X   X X      X 

Distinguished 
Student 

              X    

1 No catalog-level policy, but exists at department/college level 
2 Policy only specified for law students 
3 Uses “distinction” instead of “honor” 



B. Requirements for Dean’s Lists 
The Universities of Arizona and Texas A&M are the only institutions to require 15 units for the 

whole institution (though other institutions may have individual colleges/schools with this 

requirement). Eight institutions require 12 units per term and 6 leave it up to the individual 

college/school to set the requirements. 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS INSTITUTION 

12 units / 3.5 GPA • Arizona State University 

• Northern Arizona University 

• University of Iowa 

• University of Maryland – College Park 

• Michigan State University 

• University of Northern Carolina 

• Pennsylvania State University 

• University of Washington-Seattle 

15 units / 3.5 GPA • University of Arizona 

15 units / 3.75 GPA • Texas A&M University 

12 units / top 16% (of college) • UC Davis 

52 grade points • University of Texas – Austin  

Up to college/school • UCLA 

• University of Florida 

• University of Illinois – Urbana Champaign 

• University of Minnesota 

• Ohio State University 

• University of Wisconsin – Madison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



C. Limits to Dean’s Lists  
Of the various stipulations mentioned in policy, the most common was Regular Grades Only 

(6 institutions) and no S or I grades (5 institutions). 

RESTRICTIONS INSTITUTION 
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No P grades X        X          

No F grades X           X    X   

No S grades X     X   X     X X    

No U grades      X        X X    

No I grades X     X X X       X    

No NG grades      X X X       X    

No Q Grades               X    

No PE Courses            X       

No Audited 
Courses 

             X     

No Internships     X              

Regular 
grades only 

 X X X   X     X     X  

Nothing 
below a C 

           X   X    

 

D. Dean’s List with Tiers 
Unlike the University of Arizona, most institutions reviewed only address one type of dean’s list. 

The following institutions have different levels of dean’s list based on academic accomplishment. 

TIERED DEAN’S LISTS INSTITUTION 

1. Dean’s List with Distinction (15 units at 
4.000) 

2. Dean’s List (15 units at 3.5-3.999) 
3. Honorable Mention (12 units at 3.5+) 

 

• University of Arizona 

1. President’s Honor Roll (15 units at 4.000) 
2. Dean’s List (12-15 units at 3.2-3.75 

depending on college) 

• University of Florida 

1. Dean’s Honor Roll (15 units at 3.75) 
2. Distinguished Student (15 units at 3.5) 

• Texas A&M University 

1. Summa cum Laude (67+ grade points) 
2. Cum Laude Ampla et Magna (61-66) 
3. Magna cum Laude (58-60) 
4. Ampla cum Laude (55-57) 
5. Cum Laude (52-54) 

• University of Texas (Liberal 
Arts students only) 

 



E. Part-Time & Disability Accommodations 
The majority of institutions examined do not provide a part-time or disability exception for 

dean’s list requirements. 

EXCEPTIONS INSTITUTION 

Disability provisioning (not specified) • University of Florida 

Minimum units reduced to 9 • University of Illinois 

Students enrolled for 2+ semesters make list each 
time 12 units at 3.50 is reached 

• Pennsylvania State University 

None mentioned • University of Arizona 

• Arizona State University 

• Northern Arizona University 

• UC Davis 

• UCLA 

• University of Iowa 

• University of Maryland – College Park 

• Michigan State University 

• University of Minnesota 

• University of North Carolina 

• Ohio State University 

• Texas A&M University 

• University of Texas – Austin  

• University of Washington – Seattle  

• University of Wisconsin – Madison  

 

F. Latin Honors Thresholds 
CUM LAUDE 
/ HONORS 

MAGNA 
CUM LAUDE 

/ HIGH 
HONORS 

SUMMA 
CUM LAUDE 
/ HIGHEST 
HONORS 

INSTITUTION TERMINOLOGY OTHER 
CONSIDERATIONS 

3.500-3.699 3.700-3.899 3.900+ University of 
Arizona 

Graduation 
with Academic 
Distinction 

45 graded units 
required 

3.40-3.59 3.60-3.79 3.80-4.00 Arizona State 
University 

Graduation 
with Academic 
Recognition 

56 hrs resident 
credit 

Top 20% Top 10% Top 5% Northern 
Arizona 
University 

Baccalaureate 
Latin Honors 

30 residency 
credits 

Top 8-16% 
(based on 
total units) 

Top 4-8% 
(based on 
total units) 

Top 2-4% 
(based on 
total units) 

UC Davis Graduation 
Honors 
(H/HH/HH) 

 

3.862-
3.948* 

3.934-3.988* 3.972-3.994* UCLA Latin Honors 98 residency 
credits 

3.2-3.75* 3.5-3.8* 3.5-3.9 and/ 
or by thesis* 

University of 
Florida 

Graduation 
with Honors 

* 



* * * University of 
Illinois 

Honors upon 
Graduation 
(cum laude and 
h, hh, hh) 

 

3.5-3.93 and 
/or top 
10%* 

3.75-3.99 
and/ or top 
5%* 

3.85-4.00 
and/ or top 
2%* 

University of 
Iowa 

Graduation 
with Distinction 
(distinction, hd, 
hd) 

 

Top 10% 
 

Top 5% Top 2% University of 
Maryland 

Latin Honors 60 residency 
credits (with a 
max of 6 credits 
from P/F/S 

Top 20% Top 6%  Michigan State 
University 

Graduation 
Honors (with 
honor/with 
high honor) 

50 residency 
credits 

3.500 
(colleges / 
schools may 
increase) 

3.666 
(colleges / 
schools may 
increase) 

3.750 
(colleges / 
schools may 
increase) 

University of 
Minnesota 

Degrees with 
Honors 

60 residency 
credits 

3.500 N/A 3.800 University of 
North Carolina 

Degrees with 
Distinction 
(distinction, 
highest d) 

45 residency 
credits 

* * * Ohio State 
University 

* * 

* * * Pennsylvania 
State University 

Graduation 
with Distinction 

 

3.5-3.699 3.7-3.899 3.90 Texas A&M 
University 

Latin Honors 60 residency 
credits 

Top 20% (up 
to school / 
college, but 
each is the 
same) 

Top 10% (up 
to school / 
college, but 
each is the 
same) 

Top 4% (up 
to school / 
college, but 
each is the 
same) 

University of 
Texas – Austin  

Graduation 
with Honors (h, 
hh, hh) 

60 residency 
credits 

Top 10% Top 3.5% Top 0.5% University of 
Washington – 
Seattle  

Baccalaureate 
Honors 

90 residency 
credits (60 w 
regular grades) 

Top 20%; 
3.35-3.65 
(law only) 

3.65-3.84 
(law only) 

Top 5%; 
3.85-4.3 (law 
only) 

University of 
Wisconsin – 
Madison  

Degree Honors 
(distinction, 
highest d; law 
has latin 
honors) 

60 residency 
credits 

* Varies by college 

 



G. Terminology for Latin Honors 
TERMINOLOGY USED INSTITUTION 

Graduation with (Academic) 
Distinction 

• University of Arizona 

• University of Iowa 

• University of North Carolina 

• Pennsylvania State University 

Graduation with Academic 
Recognition 

• Arizona State University 

Latin Honors • Northern Arizona University 

• University of Maryland 

• Texas A&M University 

Honors at Graduation, Graduation 
with Honors, Baccalaureate Honors 

• University of California- Davis 

• University of California- LA 

• University of Florida 

• University of Illinois 

• Michigan State University 

• University of Minnesota 

• University of Texas 

• University of Washington- 
Seattle 

Differs by college (includes 
academic distinction, honors, and 
latin honors) 

• University of Wisconsin- 
Madison 

Info Unavailable • Ohio State University 

 

H. How to Obtain Honors Notation at Graduation 
Honors Notation may be earned through a university-wide honors program or a departmental 

program (often requiring a thesis). Some institutions reference an honors program, but make no 

mention of notation. 

INSTITUTION WHY HONORS NOTATION IS GRANTED 

 Graduation 
with Honors 
for 
completing 
University 
Honors 
Program 

Graduation with 
Honors for 
Completing 
Major 
Department 
Honors (upper-
level coursework, 
thesis, research, 
etc.) 

Graduation 
with Honors/ 
Honors at 
Graduation / 
Baccalaureate 
Honors for 
achieving latin 
honors 

Has University 
Honors Program, 
but notation is 
not mentioned 

University of 
Arizona 

X    

Arizona State 
University 

   X 



Northern Arizona 
University 

X    

UC Davis X X X  

UCLA X X X  

University of Florida X  X  

University of Illinois  X X X 

University of Iowa X X   

University of 
Maryland 

X X   

Michigan State 
University 

X  X  

University of 
Minnesota 

X  X  

University of North 
Carolina 

X X   

Ohio State University X    

Pennsylvania State 
University 

   X 

Texas A&M 
University 

X    

University of Texas – 
Austin 

X X X  

University of 
Washington – Seattle  

X X X  

University of 
Wisconsin – Madison  

X X   

 

 

I. Wording of Honor Notation 
The most common notation is “with honors” (6 institutions). Four institutions do not provide the 

language used on the notation. 

HONORS 
NOTATION 

INSTITUTION 
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with Honors X   X    X X   X X     X 

With 
departmental 
Honors 

     
X 

    
X 

        
X 

 

College 
Honors 

    X            X  



Special 
Honors in 
Major 

                
X 

  
X 

Highest 
Honors 

    X       X       

Latin Honors           X        

Honors 
Fellow 

              X    

Honors 
Laureate 

           X       

Honors in 
Research/ 
Research 
Distinction 

             
X 

     
X 

Interdisciplin
ary Honors 

                X  

With 
Distinction 

  X    X            

High 
Distinction 

      X            

Highest 
Distinction 

      X            

Not Specified  X    X    X    X     

 

 

 

 

II. Full Policy Texts 
 

University of Arizona 
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/academic-distinction-deans-list-honors-and-awards  

Academic Distinction, Dean’s List, Honors and Awards 

University Academic Honors 

Honors are bestowed as recognition of outstanding academic achievement and as a means to 

further encourage sound scholarship. They are awarded to every undergraduate student 

attaining the required proficiency. For some awards, students also receive certificates. The 

University of Arizona supports academic achievement and is pleased to recognize and reward 

undergraduate students whose performance merits special attention. For more information see 

the Honors College(link is external) section. 

Dean's List 

Three categories of Dean's List are awarded every semester based on units completed for credit 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/academic-distinction-deans-list-honors-and-awards


and letter grade (excluding all Pass/Fail [P/F] and Superior/Pass [S/P] grades). Also, all 

Incomplete (I) grades must be made up before the honor is bestowed. 

1. Dean's List with Distinction -- is based on 15 units and a 4.000 grade-point-average. 

2. Dean's List -- is based on 15 units and a grade-point average of 3.500-3.999. 

3. Honorable Mention -- is based on 12 units of 3.500 and above grade-point-average. 

Students awarded these academic honors are recognized by their primary college(link is 

external) i.e. the college of their first major or their first degree program), either at the Honors 

Convocation the following fall or through other means determined by the college. This 

recognition becomes part of the official record and appears on the transcript. 

Academic Distinction  

Two categories of Distinction are awarded annually based on units completed for credit and 

letter grade (excluding all Pass/Fail [P/F] and Superior/Pass [S/P] grades). Also, all Incomplete (I) 

grades must be made up before the honor is bestowed. Distinction is based on all University 

credit completed in the prior year, beginning with Summer Pre-session and inclusive of other 

Summer Sessions, Fall, Winter, and Spring terms, and Dynamically Dated courses. During each 

regular semester (i.e. Fall and Spring), students must complete a minimum of 12 graded units. 

1. Highest Academic Distinction -- is based on 30 units and a 4.000 grade-point-average. 

2. Academic Distinction -- is based on 30 units and a grade-point-average of 3.500-3.999. 

Students awarded these academic honors are recognized at the Honors Convocation of their 

primary college(link is external) (i.e. the college of their first major or their first degree program) 

the following Fall. Students awarded either category of Distinction will receive a certificate from 

their primary college. 

Graduation with Academic Distinction 

Three categories are awarded for superior scholarship in work leading to the bachelor's degree. 

This honor, based upon graduation grade-point-average, becomes part of the official record, is 

awarded upon graduation and appears on the transcript(link is external) and diploma of the 

recipient. 

1. Summa Cum Laude -- is awarded to candidates whose grade-point-average is 3.900 or 

higher. 

2. Magna Cum Laude -- is awarded to candidates whose grade-point-average is 3.700-3.899. 

3. Cum Laude -- is awarded to candidates whose grade-point-average is 3.5000-3.699. 

To be eligible for distinction at graduation, bachelor's degree candidates must have completed at 

least 45 graded units with letter grades that carry the required grade-point-average. Also, in 

computing the above grade-point-averages, only University Credit is considered. This policy 

applies to all students graduating in December 1998 or later. 

Graduation with Honors 

Graduation with Honors is bestowed on students who have completed all requirements of the 

University-wide Honors Program. This academic recognition becomes part of the official record 



and is noted on the transcript and diploma of the recipient. Honors students also wear a special 

cord and medallion at graduation. 

Other Awards and Honors 

Other awards and honors in recognition of outstanding academic achievement are bestowed 

through the various colleges and departments. Also, colleges and departments offer 

participation in discipline-based honor societies and associations. Interested students should 

contact departmental and college academic advisors. 

 

Arizona State University 
https://catalog.asu.edu/undergraduatereq#recognition  

Graduation with Academic Recognition 

An undergraduate student must have completed at least 56 hours of resident credit at ASU to 

qualify for graduation with academic recognition for a baccalaureate degree. 

The cumulative GPA determines the designation, as shown in the academic recognition table 

below. 

Academic Recognition 

Cumulative GPA Designation 

3.40-3.59 cum laude 

3.60-3.79 magna cum laude 

3.80-4.00 summa cum laude 

 

The cumulative GPA for these designations is based on ASU resident coursework only. All 

designations of graduation with academic recognition are indicated on the diploma and the ASU 

transcript. Graduation with academic recognition applies only to undergraduate degrees. 

A student who has a baccalaureate degree from ASU and is pursuing a second baccalaureate 

degree at ASU (with a minimum of 30 hours of resident credit) is granted academic recognition 

on the second degree based on the credit hours earned subsequent to the posting of the first 

degree. If fewer than 56 credit hours are completed at ASU subsequent to completion of the first 

ASU degree, the level of academic recognition can be no higher than that obtained on the first 

degree. If 56 or more credit hours are completed at ASU after completion of the first ASU 

degree, the level of academic recognition is based on the GPA earned for the second ASU 

degree. Inquiries about graduation with academic recognition may be directed to University 

Registrar Services. 

 

Arizona State University 

https://catalog.asu.edu/retention_standing#deanslist  

Dean’s List 

https://catalog.asu.edu/undergraduatereq#recognition
https://catalog.asu.edu/retention_standing#deanslist


Undergraduate students are eligible for the dean’s list if they earn 12 or more graded credit 

hours (“A+”, “A”, “A-”, “B+”, “B”, “B-”, “C+”, “C”, “D” or “E”) during a semester in residence at ASU 

with a GPA of 3.50 or higher. A notation regarding dean’s list achievement appears on the 

unofficial transcript. The dean's list is generated at the completion of the fall and spring 

semesters. 

 

Arizona State University 

https://barretthonors.asu.edu/benefits  

What is Barrett? 

Barrett Honors College is a community of scholars at all four of ASU’s metropolitan Phoenix area 

campuses. Our unique honors curriculum and honors-only benefits provide opportunities to 

enhance your Sun Devil experience. 

The honors college is designed to complement your overall ASU experience by providing 

additional opportunities within your major or the university at large. Barrett Honors College 

students earn the same 120 college credits as any other ASU student to graduate with a 

bachelor’s degree, but will earn a portion of them as honors credits. There are a variety of ways 

to earn honors credits, from major-specific classes to internships or studying abroad. All majors 

work with the honors curriculum, which may be customized to suit your needs. Explore our 

academic pages to learn more about the honors curriculum. 

 

Northern Arizona University 
https://www5.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/623?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirecti

on=Ascending&page=1  

Academic Recognition, Dean’s List and Latin Honors at Graduation 

Recognition by the University 

Northern Arizona recognizes students with outstanding academic records in the following ways. 

Dean's List 

The Dean's List is awarded to undergraduate students each Fall and Spring term that have 

earned a grade point average of 3.5 or higher in at least 12 graded units. 

Latin Honors 

Baccalaureate Latin Honors are designated on commencement programs, diplomas, and 

transcripts to recognize outstanding academic achievement by graduating students in relation to 

their peers' achievement. 

Baccalaureate Latin Honors are granted to undergraduate candidates who: 

• Successfully complete 30 or more units of credit earned from enrollment at Northern 

Arizona University; and 

• Have an exemplary grade point average (GPA) meeting the GPA thresholds set for the 

college owning the student’s primary plan for their degree. 

https://barretthonors.asu.edu/benefits
https://www5.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/623?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=1
https://www5.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/623?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=1


Baccalaureate Honors designations that appear beside student names in commencement 

programs are provisional until all final grades are reported and the student’s degree is conferred. 

General Procedure 

Appropriate GPA thresholds are specific to each college as determined on a percentage basis 

(top 5%, 10%, and 20%). These GPA thresholds will be calculated using data from the preceding  

five academic years. For colleges with fewer than 300 graduates, a weighted average of all 

college Latin Honors GPA thresholds will be used to determine the Latin Honors GPA threshold. 

The calculated GPA thresholds for each college will be published on the Office of the Registrar’s 

website. 

For each graduation period (i.e., Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter), Latin Honors are awarded based 

on these guidelines: 

• Summa Cum Laude will be awarded to candidates whose cumulative grade point 

averages meet or exceed the 5% threshold for their college. 

o Translated from the Latin, Summa Cum Laude means: "With Highest Praise" - 

and is pronounced: "soo muh koom loud deyh." 

• Magna Cum Laude will be awarded to candidates whose cumulative grade point 

averages meet or exceed the 10% threshold for their college (but not the 5% threshold). 

o Translated from the Latin, Magna Cum Laude means: "With Great Praise" - and is 

pronounced: "mag nuh koom loud deyh." 

• Cum Laude will be awarded to candidates whose cumulative grade point averages meet 

or exceed the 20% threshold for their college (but not the 10% threshold). 

o Translated from the Latin, Cum Laude means: "With Praise" - and is pronounced: 

"koom loud deyh." 

 

Northern Arizona University 

https://www5.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/622?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirecti

on=Ascending&page=1  

Academic Recognition – Graduate 

Recognition by the University 

At the time of graduation, if the student has earned a cumulative grade point average of 3.90 or 

higher for all courses taken at Northern Arizona University on the plan of study, NAU will 

recognize the student with the notation "with distinction" on the student's transcript. 

 

Northern Arizona University 

https://in.nau.edu/registrar/honors-at-graduation/  

Baccalaureate Honors at Graduation 

Latin Honors for the commencement ceremony are calculated from your current cumulative 

GPA. You can view your cumulative GPA from your unofficial transcript, which you can access 

through your LOUIE Student Center. 

https://www5.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/622?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=1
https://www5.nau.edu/policies/Client/Details/622?whoIsLooking=Students&pertainsTo=All&sortDirection=Ascending&page=1
https://in.nau.edu/registrar/honors-at-graduation/


To obtain baccalaureate honors, you must complete 30 or more credit hours at Northern Arizona 

University and have an exemplary GPA. 

Appropriate GPA thresholds will be college specific. GPA thresholds are recalculated for each 

calendar year using data from the preceding five years. 

For each graduation period, Summa Cum Laude will be awarded to candidates whose cumulative 

GPA meets or exceeds the five percent threshold for their college.  Magna Cum Laude will be 

awarded to candidates whose cumulative GPA meets or exceeds the ten percent threshold for 

their college, and Cum Laude to candidates whose cumulative grade point average meets or 

exceeds the 20 percent threshold for their college. 

GPA requirements for Honors at graduation 

Fall 2022 through Summer 2023 

College Cum Laude Magna Cum Laude Summa Cum Laude 

Arts and Letters 3.9 3.97 4.00 

W.A. Franke College of 
Business 

3.67 3.84 3.93 

Education 3.96 N/A* 4.00 

Engineering, 
Informatics and 
Applied Sciences 

3.62 3.78 3.89 

Environment, Forestry 
and Natural Sciences 

3.81 3.93 3.98 

Health and Human 
Services 

3.97 N/A* 4.00 

Social & Behavioral 
Sciences 

3.82 3.93 4.00 

NAU Yuma 3.94 N/A* 4.00 

*N/A:  Magna Cum Laude will not be awarded.  More than 10% of the graduates for the College 

of Education, NAU Online, NAU Yavapai, NAU Yuma and the College of Health and Human 

Services earned a 4.00 cumulative GPA for coursework completed at NAU. 

 

Northern Arizona University 

https://nau.edu/honors/student-experience/academics/  

Honors College Academics 

As an Honors student, you’re eligible for privileges available only to you and your Honors peers. 

Academic benefits include: 

▪ early enrollment for courses, so you have better access to the classes you want or need 

▪ small, seminar-style Honors classes 

▪ individual advising services for Honors requirements 

https://nau.edu/honors/student-experience/academics/


▪ extended library privileges 

▪ faculty mentorship and the ability to participate in research projects 

▪ graduation with distinction 

▪ study abroad opportunities 

▪ a personalized Capstone project that can substitute a standard thesis 

 

University of California-Davis 
https://academicsenate.ucdavis.edu/bylaws-regulations/regulations#551-  

Honors 

Davis Division minimum standards for Undergraduate Honors and Honors at Graduation are as 

follows: 

A. Undergraduate Honors. Students named on the quarterly honors list by each college shall be 

those who have completed, for a letter grade, a minimum of 12 units in that quarter with a 

grade-point average equal to or higher than the minimum grade-point average attained by 

the upper 16 percent of students registered in the same class and college during that 

quarter. (Effective 6/6/79) 

B.  Honors at Graduation 

Honors at Graduation shall be awarded to students who have completed at least 45 units of 

work in the University with a grade-point average that places them in the appropriate top 

percentage of the graduating class in their college or school, as indicated in the following 

table. For the June graduating class, the percentages in the table shall be applied to the most 

recent grade report available (normally the winter quarter) to determine the cut-off grade-

point averages for the different honors categories. Each of the three units-completed groups 

in the table is considered separately. All students who tie for last position in an honors 

category shall be awarded honors in that category. 

Total quarter 
Units Completed 

Highest High at UC 
Honors 

Honors Honors Total 

45-89 Top 2% Next 2% Next 4% 8% 

90-134 Top 3% Next 3% Next 6% 12% 

135+ Top 4% Next 4% Next 8% 16% 

 

The grade-point averages representing the cut-off points for the honors categories for the June 

graduating class shall be used as minimum criteria for awarding honors to students who 

graduate in a summer session or the fall or winter quarter, immediately following. (En. May, 

1978; Effective Dec., 1982. A variance for the College of Letters and Science approved 10/31/88. 

See L&S Bylaw 89(A)) 

C. Honors Challenge 

The Davis Honors Challenge (DHC) shall be a four-year program that includes Honors seminars 

https://academicsenate.ucdavis.edu/bylaws-regulations/regulations#551-


and culminates in an honors thesis. The DHC program shall be managed by a Director and an 

Honors Council, all of whom are appointed by the Vice Provost of Undergraduate Studies. 

Admission to the program is based on an essay and letters of recommendation that are 

evaluated by the Honors Council. The Undergraduate Council shall review the program at 

intervals no longer than five years. 

D. Honors credit may be earned by satisfactorily completing either: 1) specifically designated 

Honors courses; or 2) ordinary courses augmented by either an Honors section or an Honors 

Contract. Honors courses, Honors course sections, and Honors contracts must be approved by 

the Honors Council, and by the normal college or school as well as Divisional reviewing agencies. 

Honors courses, sections and contracts shall be distinguished by the level of intellectual 

challenge involved, the exploration of connections, and the requirement to express verbally and 

in writing the critical thought that is the essence of intellectual and scholarly enterprise. 

Students enrolled in the Honors Challenge Program shall have the direction of a faculty mentor. 

(Renum. from Guideline 1, 11/19/84) 

 

UC Davis 

https://honors.ucdavis.edu/about/honors  

What is Honors? 

There are three types of honors at UC Davis: the University Honors Program (UHP), graduating 

"with Honors" from UC Davis, and completing an Honors Thesis through your major department. 

For questions about UHP Honors, please contact us. For information on graduating with Honors 

from UC Davis, please contact your college's Dean's office. For departmental honors, or to 

complete an honors thesis through your major, please contact your major advisor. 

  

The University Honors Program (UHP) 

UHP is an invitation-only 4-year program which involves enrolling in specific Honors classes, 

completing honors projects, and eventually completing an honors capstone. For more 

information on UHP, visit our About Us page. Visit our Admissions page for more information 

about how and when you may be invited. 

If you are a UHP student and complete all of the year's curriculum, you will receive transcript 

notation for each year in UHP and you will be invited to attend an honors graduation. 

Graduating from UC Davis with Honors 

If you are interested in graduating with honors, high honors, or highest honors, you will need to 

contact your College's Dean’s Office. Each College has specific requirements that are primarily 

based on GPA. Some colleges require you to also complete an honors thesis through your major. 

Please visit the UC Davis general catalog academic information page for more information on 

GPA requirements. Below is a brief listing of what each College requires. Please contact the 

Dean’s Office of your college for the most accurate and up-to-date information. 

https://honors.ucdavis.edu/about/honors
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/people
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/about
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/admissions
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/curriculum
https://catalog.ucdavis.edu/academic-information-policies-regulations/honors-prizes/


• The College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences requires a GPA that falls within the 

top percentile of your graduating class based on number of units. Visit the UC Davis general 

catalog for details. 

• Contact the College of Biological Sciences for more information on Honors within the 

college. 

• The College of Engineering requires a GPA that falls within the top percentile of your 

graduating class based on number of units. Visit the UC Davis general catalog for details. 

• The College of Letters and Science requires a GPA that falls within the top percentile of your 

graduating class based on number of units. Visit the UC Davis general catalog for details. To 

receive high or highest honors, you must additionally complete The Honors Program of the 

College of Letters and Science, which requires a student complete an honors project within 

their major. 

If you graduate with honors, high honors, or highest honors, your honors will be announced at 

graduation when your diploma is presented and your honors will be printed on your diploma.  

Honors Thesis through your Major 

Some major department have their own honors thesis or project options which may have 

additional requirements. If you wish to undertake an honors thesis through your major, you will 

need to contact your major department advisor for the most accurate and up-to-date 

information. 

For students in the University Honors Program: 

• If you are completing a thesis through your major to fulfill a UHP Year 4 capstone 

requirement, you will need to contact UHP's Year 4 Advisor and your major advisor. You will 

first need to work with your major advisor to determine if an honors thesis within your 

major exists and whether you are eligible for it. You will then work with UHP's Year 4 Advisor 

to ensure the honors thesis fulfills the UHP Year 4 capstone requirement. If you complete 

your honors through your major, you will then be eligible for double honors – both through 

UHP and through your major. 

• If there is no honors thesis option within your major department, you can work with UHP's 

Year 4 Advisor to complete a thesis through UHP. If you complete your honors thesis through 

UHP, you will only be eligible for honors through UHP. 

For students who are not in UHP: 

• You will need to work with your major advisor to determine if an honors thesis within your 

major exists and whether you are eligible for it. 

• If you complete your honors thesis this way, you will be eligible for honors within your major. 

It is possible for UHP students to receive all three types of honors recognition, a combination of 

two types of honors, or only one type of honors. If you are interested in completing any of the 

above honors, please be in contact as early as possible with your Dean’s Office, your major 

advisor, and the UHP advisors so you can ensure you meet all possible requirements. We 

http://www.caes.ucdavis.edu/
https://catalog.ucdavis.edu/academic-information-policies-regulations/honors-prizes/
https://catalog.ucdavis.edu/academic-information-policies-regulations/honors-prizes/
https://biology.ucdavis.edu/
http://engineering.ucdavis.edu/
https://catalog.ucdavis.edu/academic-information-policies-regulations/honors-prizes/
https://ls.ucdavis.edu/
https://catalog.ucdavis.edu/academic-information-policies-regulations/honors-prizes/
https://lettersandscience.ucdavis.edu/deans-honors-list-and-graduation-honors
https://lettersandscience.ucdavis.edu/deans-honors-list-and-graduation-honors
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/curriculum/year-4
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/curriculum/year-4
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/curriculum/year-4


recommend that you do this as soon as possible, as graduating with honors generally requires 

applying to your department and dedicated units of study. Feel free to contact us for more 

information and clarification. 

 

UC Davis 

https://catalog.ucdavis.edu/academic-information-policies-regulations/honors-prizes/  

Dean’s Honors Lists 

According to UC Davis Division Regulation 551, the quarterly Dean's Honors List includes names 

of students who have completed, for a letter grade, a minimum of 12 units in a specific quarter 

with a grade point average equal to or higher than the minimum grade point average attained by 

the upper 16 percent of those registered in the same class level and college during that quarter. 

Honors lists will be posted quarterly on deans' office websites or made available by other means 

and a notation of these honors will be placed on each student's permanent record by the Office 

of the University Registrar. 

Graduation Honors 

Honors at graduation are awarded to students who have a grade point average in the top 

percent of their college as shown in the table below. The College of Letters & Science requires 

that additional criteria be met for high and highest honors. 

TOTAL QUARTER 
UNITS AT UC 

HIGHEST 
HONORS 

HIGH HONORS HONORS TOTAL 

45-89 2% Next 2% Next 4% 8% 

90-134 3% Next 3% Next 6% 12% 

135+ 4% Next 4% Next 8% 16% 

 

Grade point averages from the winter quarter prior to graduation are used to determine the 

averages that will earn an honors designation. Following are the averages for winter quarter 

2023 (202301). These averages will be used through winter quarter 2024. 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE BY COLLEGE 

PERCENT 
DETERMINING 

CUT-OFF 
POINT 

AGRICULTURAL & 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES 

BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES 

ENGINEERING LETTERS & 
SCIENCE 

2% 3.969 3.985 3.986 3.991 

3% 3.955 3.970 3.967 3.982 

4% 3.939 3.957 3.948 3.969 

6% 3.906 3.937 3.913 3.947 

8% 3.878 3.912 3.884 3.925 

12% 3.822 3.859 3.817 3.882 

16% 3.758 3.802 3.776 3.846 

 

https://honors.ucdavis.edu/people
https://catalog.ucdavis.edu/academic-information-policies-regulations/honors-prizes/
https://academicsenate.ucdavis.edu/bylaws-regulations/regulations#551-


An honors notation is made on a student's diplomas and on their permanent records in the 

Office of the University Registrar. 

Prizes & Awards 

The University Medal is the highest campus honor awarded to a graduating senior in recognition 

of superior scholarship and achievement. A College or School Medal is also given to the 

outstanding graduating student in each of the colleges and professional schools. 

Departmental citations, special awards, and prizes are also awarded to students for superior 

achievement and scholarship. 

Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Research & Mentoring Undergraduate 

Research 

These prestigious awards recognize up to two graduating seniors who have distinguished 

themselves through their excellence in undergraduate research; and faculty, postdocs, or 

graduate students who have excelled in mentoring undergraduate researchers. For complete 

information, see Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Research. 

University Honors Program 

The University Honors Program (UHP), 530-752-3225, is a four-year, interdisciplinary, campus-

wide program for high potential and socially conscious undergraduate students interested in 

enhancing their educational experience through special courses, close faculty contact, dynamic 

peer interaction, and positive social change. 

 

University of California-LA 
https://catalog.registrar.ucla.edu/Undergraduate-Study/Academic-Excellence  

Academic Excellence 

Eligible students receive the following honors and awards in recognition of academic 

achievement: 

Dean’s Honors List 

The School of the Arts and Architecture; School of Education and Information Studies; Henry 

Samueli School of Engineering and Applied Science; Herb Alpert School of Music; Meyer and 

Renee Luskin School of Public Affairs; School of Nursing; School of Theater, Film, and Television; 

and the deans of the five divisions in the College of Letters and Science award Dean’s Honors to 

deserving students each term. Honors are based on the grade-point average attained within a 

specified number of units. Contact the College or school for more information. 

Latin Honors 

The College and schools award Latin honors according to overall grade-point average at 

graduation. To be eligible students must have completed at least 90 (98 for the School of 

Nursing) UC units for a letter grade. The levels of honors are summa cum laude, magna cum 

laude, and cum laude. Specific requirements vary for each level and are detailed in each school. 

See the Registrar’s honors web page for the most current calculations of Latin honors. 

https://urc.ucdavis.edu/Chancellors-Award
https://honors.ucdavis.edu/
https://catalog.registrar.ucla.edu/Undergraduate-Study/Academic-Excellence


Departmental Honors 

In the College of Letters and Science, departmental honors and highest honors are awarded at 

graduation on the recommendation of a student’s major department, based on successful 

completion of a departmental honors program. Students should contact their department for its 

requirements. 

Departmental Scholar Program 

Departments in the College of Letters and Science and each school—except the Herb Alpert 

School of Music; School of Nursing; and School of Theater, Film, and Television—may nominate 

exceptionally promising juniors and seniors as Departmental Scholars to pursue bachelor’s and 

master’s degree programs simultaneously. Nominations are submitted to the College or school 

dean for recommendation to the dean of the Graduate Division. Students interested in becoming 

Departmental Scholars should contact their departments well in advance of application dates for 

graduate admission; see the deadlines web page. 

 

University of California-LA 

https://registrar.ucla.edu/registration-classes/graduation/final-degree-audit/honors  

Honors 

The College and schools award Latin honors according to overall grade-point average (GPA) at 

graduation. Honors appear on the official transcript and diploma. 

Latin Honors 

The College and schools award Latin honors according to overall grade-point average (GPA) at 

graduation. Honors are reflected on official transcripts and diplomas. Eligible students must have 

completed at least 90 (98 for the School of Nursing) University of California units for a letter 

grade. The levels of honors are summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude. Latin 

honors are noted on official transcripts and diplomas. 

Requirements are subject to yearly change and other eligibility restrictions. Contact the College 

or school for information. 

LATIN HONORS (Minimum GPA Requirements for 2023-2024 Academic Year) 

COLLEGE OR SCHOOL CUM LAUDE MAGNA CUM LAUDE SUMMA CUM LAUDE 

School of the Arts & 
Architecture 

3.913 3.955 3.973 

School of Education 
& Information 
Studies 

3.915 3.965 3.985 

School of Engineering 
& Applied Science 

3.862 3.934 3.972 

College of Letters & 
Science 

3.915 3.965 3.985 

School of Music 3.948 3.988 3.994 

School of Nursing 3.915 3.965 3.985 

https://registrar.ucla.edu/registration-classes/graduation/final-degree-audit/honors


School of Public 
Affairs 

3.938 3.974 3.993 

School of Theater, 
Film, & Television 

3.937 3.972 3.987 

*GPA for upper-division courses applied to an Engineering degree must match those shown, with 

a minimum 3.25 GPA in major field upper-division courses. 

College Honors 

The highest academic recognition the College of Letters and Science confers on its 

undergraduate students is College Honors, which is awarded to graduating seniors who 

successfully complete the College Honors program and who have an overall University of 

California grade-point average of 3.5 or better. The program provides exceptional undergraduate 

students an opportunity to pursue individual excellence. College Honors is noted on official 

transcripts and diplomas. 

See the College Honors Program website for entry and course requirements. 

Department Honors 

Individual departments and programs in the College offer departmental honors programs. 

Admission and curricular requirements vary according to the department or program. Consult 

the departmental adviser about procedures and program requirements. Students who 

successfully complete the requirements graduate with departmental honors or highest honors. 

Departmental Honors are noted on official transcripts and diplomas. 

 

University of Florida 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-advising/academic-honors/#deanslisttext  

Academic Honors 

Honors Program 

The mission of the University of Florida Honors Program is to connect, nurture, and engage the 

next generation of scholars who change the world. The program does this by recruiting high 

achieving students from around the world; inspiring curiosity, intellectual daring and creativity; 

and building a lifelong community of high-achieving peers, top-notch faculty and supportive 

staff. The Honors Program values the power of opportunity, the strength in community, and the 

love of a challenge. 

Honors Program Requirements 

Students who have been admitted into the Honors Program starting in 2022 must complete 

requirements at three different milestones to progress through the University Honors Program. 

Milestone review will take place at the checkpoints indicated below. Students who do not meet 

their milestone requirements by their checkpoint review will not remain in the program. All 

requirements are listed in detail in the Honors Cohort in Canvas. 

Students are encouraged to meet early on with their Honors advisor to develop a plan for 

aligning their milestone requirements with their academic and career goals. 

http://www.honors.ucla.edu/college-honors-program/joining-the-program/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-advising/academic-honors/#deanslisttext


Milestone I: First Year Honors 

• Entrance Survey 

• 2 Academic Points – Honors Course Category  

• 3.5 Cumulative UF GPA 

• Good Standing with Student Code of Conduct / Honor Code 

Checkpoint Review: End of first spring semester at UF 

Milestone II: 60 Credits Earned at UF (excludes incoming credits) 

• 2 Additional Academic Points – any category 

• 2 Enrichment Points – any category 

Milestone III: Graduation 

• Exit Survey / Final Submission Clearance 

• 4 Additional Academic Points – any category 

• 4 Additional Enrichment Points – any category 

• “Cum Laude” Honors Distinction in the Major 

Checkpoint Review: Published Honors Completion Deadline / Awarding of Undergraduate 

Degree 

Students who meet requirements for all three milestones will receive a notation on their official 

UF transcript and a medallion to wear at commencement 

Students in the Honors Program have access to: 

• Specialized honors courses 

• Holistic academic advising and coaching 

• Honors student involvement opportunities 

In addition, students in the Honors Program have early course registration for their first 10 

credits each semester. Early registration privileges are limited to students in good standing with 

either the FHP or UHP. 

Honor Roll 

Students will appear on the President’s Honor Roll if they achieve a perfect 4.0 GPA with at least 

15 credits of graded academic course work (no S/U) in the fall or spring semester, or at least 12 

credits of graded coursework in the summer semester (consisting of any combination of credits 

earned in Summer A, B, or C). This achievement will appear on the student’s transcript as a 

permanent record.  

Students registered with the Disability Resource Center may be eligible with a reduced course 

load and the GPA requirement, following certification by the DRC. 

Dean’s List 

Students will appear on their college's Dean's List if they meet the requirements. In addition, 

please note the following conditions: 



• S/U and internship courses are not counted in the GPA calculation for Dean's List. 

• GPA value is determined to the hundredths place and cannot be rounded up (e.g., 3.495 

= 3.49). 

• Grades of I, NG, I* or N* cannot be calculated into the GPA. 

• Students registered with the Disability Resource Center may be allowed to vary the 

number of credits required, but not the GPA requirement, following certification by the 

DRC. 

• Students are eligible to earn the Dean’s List designation only once for the entire summer 

semester. 

College Required 
GPA 

Fall and Spring 
Requirements 

Summer 
Requirements 

Agricultural and Life 
Sciences, College of 

3.70 Minimum 12 credits: 
No S/U, N, or I grades 

Minimum 12 credits; 
No S/U, N, or I grades 

Arts, College of the 3.50 Minimum 12 credits Minimum 12 credits 

Business, Warrington 
College of 

3.70 
 
OR 
3.50 

Minimum 12 Credits; 
No S/U 
OR 
Minimum 15 Credits; 
No S/U 

Minimum 12 Credits; 
No S/U 
OR 
Minimum 15 Credits; 
No S/U 

Design, Construction 
and Planning, College 
of 

3.70 Minimum 12 credits Minimum 12 credits 

Education, College of 3.75 Minimum 12 credits; 
No S/U 

Minimum 12 credits; 
No S/U 

Engineering, College 
of 

3.20 Minimum 14 credits; 
No S/U 

Minimum 12 credits; 
No S/U 

Health and Human 
Performance, College 
of 

3.50 Minimum 15 credits Minimum 12 credits 

Journalism and 
Communications, 
College of 

3.75 Minimum 12 credits Minimum 12 credits 

Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, College of 

3.75 Minimum 12 credits; 
No dropped courses, 
grade changes or S/U 

Minimum 12 credits; 
No dropped courses, 
grade changes or S/U 

Pharmacy, College of 3.50 Minimum 12 credits; 
No N grades 

Minimum 12 credits; 
No N grades 

Public Health and 
Health Professions, 
College of 

3.50 Minimum 15 credits Minimum 12 credits 

 

Graduating with Honors 

The university offers three levels of honors: cum laude, magna cum laude and summa cum 

laude. 



Please be aware that: 

• GPA value is determined to the hundredths place (e.g., 3.495 = 3.49) 

• Transfer credits and S/U option credits are excluded 

• Postbaccalaureate students are not eligible for honors recognition 

• Honors recognition is printed on the university diploma 

• Students should check with an academic advisor for complete details 

Honors by College and Major 

College Program Cum Laude Magna Cum Laude Summa Cum Laude 

Accounti
ng, 
Fisher 
School of 

 3.2 GPA in all 
upper-division 
accounting 
coursework and a 
3.2 upper-division 
GPA, which 
includes all courses 
taken after the 
student reaches 60 
semester credits. 

3.6 GPA in all 
upper-division 
accounting 
coursework and a 
3.6 upper-division 
GPA, which 
includes all 
courses taken 
after the student 
reaches 60 
semester credits. 
Completion of 
ACG 4970, with 
thesis and 
abstract. 

3.8 GPA in all upper-
division accounting 
coursework and a 3.8 
upper-division GPA, 
which includes all 
courses taken after the 
student reaches 60 
semester credits. 
Completion of ACG 
4970, with thesis and 
abstract. 

Arts, 
College 
of the 

Art and 
Art 
History 

3.5 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.75 upper-
division GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 
Completion of a 
creative project or 
thesis. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction 
awarded. 
 
Art: Art: Studio, 
graphic design and 
art education 
candidates are 
expected to work 
with their thesis 
advisor to 

3.90 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Completion of 
a creative project or 
thesis. Department 
recommends the 
distinction awarded. 
 
Art: Studio, graphic 
design and art 
education candidates 
are expected to work 
with their thesis 
advisor to determine 
appropriate content for 
their honors thesis 
submission. Art history 
candidates must 
submit a research 



determine 
appropriate 
content for their 
honors thesis 
submission. Art 
history candidates 
must submit a 
research paper. 
Art education 
candidates must 
submit their 
teaching portfolio. 

paper. Art education 
candidates must 
submit their teaching 
portfolio. 

Arts, 
College 
of the 

Digital 
Arts and 
Sciences 

3.5 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.75 upper-
division GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 
Completion of a 
creative project. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction 
awarded. 

3.90 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Completion of 
a creative project. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction awarded. 

Arts, 
College 
of the 

Music 
and 
Music 
Educatio
n 

3.4 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.75 upper-
division GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 
Completion of a 
creative project or 
thesis. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction 
awarded. 
 
Music: Music 
majors must 
submit a creative 
or research 
project under the 
guidance of a 
music faculty 
member. Music 

3.90 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Completion of 
a creative project or 
thesis. Department 
recommends the 
distinction awarded. 
 
Music: Music majors 
must submit a creative 
or research project 
under the guidance of 
a music faculty 
member. Music 
education majors must 
complete the project 
prior to student 
teaching. 



education majors 
must complete 
the project prior 
to student 
teaching. 

 Theatre 
and 
Dance 

3.4 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.75 upper-
division GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 
Completion of a 
written thesis. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction 
awarded. 

3.75 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Completion of 
a written thesis. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction awarded. 

Agricultu
ral and 
Life 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

 3.5 or higher GPA 
on all courses taken 
at UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.75 GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 
Completion of an 
approved research 
project or creative 
work and 
submission of an 
honors thesis 
based on that 
work. 

3.85 GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Completion of 
an approved research 
project or creative 
work and submission of 
an honors thesis based 
on that work. 

Business, 
Heavener 
School of 

 3.5 GPA in all UF, 
core and major 
courses. 

3.7 GPA in all UF, 
core and major 
courses. 
Completion of 90 
credits prior to 
enrolling in honors 
thesis course and 
completion of an 
approved thesis. 

3.9 GPA in all UF, core 
and major courses. 
Completion of 90 
credits prior to 
enrolling in honors 
thesis course and 
completion of an 
approved thesis. 

Construc
tion 
Manage
ment, 
M.E. 
Rinker, 

 3.3 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 

3.6 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 
Completion of an 
approved research 
project and formal 
presentation. 

3.75 GPA in all upper-
division courses. 
Completion of an 
approved research 
project and formal 
presentation. 



Sr. School 
of 

Design, 
Construc
tion and 
Planning, 
College 
of 

Architec
ture 

3.3 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 

3.6 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fourth-
year design 
project. 

3.8 GPA in all upper-
division courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fourth-year 
design project. 

Design, 
Construc
tion and 
Planning, 
College 
of 

Interior 
Design 

3.3 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 

3.6 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fourth-
year design 
project. 

3.8 GPA in all upper-
division courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fourth-year 
design project. 

Design, 
Construc
tion and 
Planning, 
College 
of 

Landsca
pe 
Architec
ture 

3.2 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 

3.5 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fifth-
year design 
project. 

3.75 GPA in all upper-
division courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fifth-year 
design project. 

Design, 
Construc
tion and 
Planning, 
College 
of 

Sustaina
bility 
and the 
Built 
Environ
ment 

3.5 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 

3.65 GPA in all 
upper-division 
courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fourth-
year project. 

3.8 GPA in all upper-
division courses. 
Completion of an 
approved fourth-year 
project. 

Educatio
n, 
College 
of 

 3.75 GPA on all 
courses taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.75 GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits; 
submission of an 
approved 
scholarly project. 

Not available. 

Engineeri
ng, 
Herbert 
Werthei
m 
College 
of 

 3.3 GPA on all 
courses taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.5 GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 
Completion of an 
approved research 

3.8 GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Completion of 
an approved research 
project or creative 
work. 



project or creative 
work. 

Health 
and 
Human 
Performa
nce, 
College 
of 

All 
Majors 
Except 
Applied 
Physiolo
gy and 
Kinesiol
ogy 

3.4 GPA on all 
courses taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits, excluding 
internship, flexible 
learning courses 
and extension 
courses. 

3.7 GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits, excluding 
internship, flexible 
learning courses 
and extension 
courses. 
Completion of a 
senior paper or 
creative project. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction 
awarded. 

3.7 GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits, excluding 
internship, flexible 
learning courses and 
extension courses. 
Completion of a senior 
paper or a creative 
project or thesis. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction awarded. 

Health 
and 
Human 
Performa
nce, 
College 
of 

Applied 
Physiolo
gy and 
Kinesiol
ogy 

3.4 GPA on all 
courses taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits, excluding 
internship, flexible 
learning courses 
and extension 
courses. 

3.7 GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits, excluding 
internship, flexible 
learning courses 
and extension 
courses. 

3.7 GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits, excluding 
internship, flexible 
learning courses and 
extension courses. 
Completion of a senior 
paper or a creative 
project or thesis. 
Department 
recommends the 
distinction awarded. 

Journalis
m and 
Commun
ications, 
College 
of 

 3.5 GPA on all 
courses taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits (excluding 
internship) and 
professional 
courses. 

3.7 GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits (excluding 
internship) and 
professional 
courses. 

3.85 GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 credits 
(excluding internship) 
and professional 
courses. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

 3.50 or higher GPA 
on all courses taken 
at UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

Eligible students 
must have a 3.50 
or higher GPA on 
all courses taken 
at UF beginning 
the semester after 

Eligible students must 
have a 3.50 or higher 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 credits 



accumulating 60 
credits and 
completion of, and 
faculty evaluation 
of, a thesis, 
research project 
or other creative 
work. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
may be granted 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis, and the 
department will 
make the 
determination 
whether and what 
level of distinction 
will be awarded. 

and completion of, and 
faculty evaluation of, a 
thesis, research project 
or other creative work. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude may 
be granted based on 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis, and the 
department will make 
the determination 
whether and what level 
of distinction will be 
awarded. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

African 
America
n 
Studies 

 Magna Cum Laude 
3.60-3.79 Eligible 
students must 
have a 3.60 or 
higher GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits and 
completion of, and 
faculty evaluation 
of, a thesis, 
research project 
or other creative 
work. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
may be granted 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis, and the 
department will 
make the 
determination 
whether and what 
level of distinction 
will be awarded. 

Summa Cum Laude 3.8-
4.0 Eligible students 
must have a 3.80 or 
higher GPA on all 
courses taken at UF 
beginning the semester 
after accumulating 60 
credits and completion 
of, and faculty 
evaluation of, a thesis, 
research project or 
other creative work. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude may 
be granted based on 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis, and the 
department will make 
the determination 
whether and what level 
of distinction will be 
awarded. Additional 
guidelines can be found 
on the department’s 
website. 



Additional 
guidelines can be 
found on the 
department’s 
website. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Anthrop
ology 

 Student must 
register for three 
credits of ANT 
4914 in their final 
semester and 
successfully 
complete and 
defend an honors 
thesis. Students 
must have an 
approved faculty 
mentor and 
signed thesis 
contract. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
committee 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must register 
for three credits of ANT 
4914 in their final 
semester and 
successfully complete 
and defend an honors 
thesis. Students must 
have an approved 
faculty mentor and 
signed thesis contract. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
committee evaluation 
of the thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Astrono
my 

 In addition, 
student must 
complete six 
credits of AST 
4911 and write a 
thesis. A 
committee of at 
least three faculty 
members 
evaluates the 
thesis and makes 
a 
recommendation 
to the astronomy 
advisor regarding 
the level of honors 
awarded. 

In addition, student 
must complete six 
credits of AST 4911 and 
write a thesis. A 
committee of at least 
three faculty members 
evaluates the thesis 
and makes a 
recommendation to 
the astronomy advisor 
regarding the level of 
honors awarded. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Biology  Distinction of 
magna cum laude 
requires a 3.50 or 
higher GPA on all 
courses taken at 

Distinction of summa 
cum laude requires a 
3.75 or higher GPA on 
all courses taken at UF 
beginning the semester 



UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Student 
must also 
complete the 
equivalent of at 
least six credits of 
approved 
undergraduate 
research (contact 
undergraduate 
coordinator), 
complete a thesis 
research project 
and submit a 
mentor-approved 
honors thesis. The 
undergraduate 
coordinator will 
review the thesis 
and submit a 
recommendation 
for approval or 
disapproval to the 
Biology Major 
Executive 
Committee. 

after accumulating 60 
credits. Student must 
also complete the 
equivalent of at least 
six credits of approved 
undergraduate 
research (contact 
undergraduate 
Coordinator), complete 
a thesis research 
project and submit a 
mentor-approved 
honors thesis. The 
undergraduate 
coordinator will review 
the thesis and submit a 
recommendation for 
approval or disapproval 
to the Biology Major 
Executive Committee. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Botany  Student must 
complete one 
semester (3-4 
credits) of BOT 
4911, complete a 
research project, 
and write a thesis. 

Student must complete 
two semesters (6-8 
credits) of BOT 4911, 
complete a research 
project, and write a 
thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Chemist
ry 

 Student must 
complete six 
credits of CHM 
4910 and write a 
thesis. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
is based on both 
GPA and faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must complete 
six credits of CHM 4910 
and write a thesis. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on both GPA and 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 

Classical 
Studies 

 Student must also 
write an honors 

Student must also 
write an honors thesis 



Sciences, 
College 
of 

thesis under 
supervision of a 
faculty mentor. 
Contact the 
Classics 
undergraduate 
advisor for more 
information. 

under supervision of a 
faculty mentor. Contact 
the Classics 
undergraduate advisor 
for more information. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Comput
er 
Science 

 Requires two 
additional 
approved CISE 
courses. 

3.80 GPA. Requires two 
additional approved 
CISE courses. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Criminol
ogy 

 Student must 
defend a thesis 
and may enroll in 
CCJ 4970 or 
honors-focused 
courses for credit 
to write a thesis. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must defend a 
thesis and may enroll in 
CCJ 4970 or honors-
focused courses for 
credit to write a thesis. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Data 
Science 

 To be eligible for 
the designation 
magna cum laude 
(high honors), 
data science 
majors must write 
a thesis in 
addition to 
meeting the GPA 
criterion of 3.50 
or better. 
Additional 
guidelines can be 
found on the 
department’s 
website. 

To be eligible for the 
designation summa 
cum laude (highest 
honors), majors must 
write a thesis and earn 
a GPA of 3.50 or better. 
Additional guidelines 
can be found on the 
department’s website. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Economi
cs 

 Student must earn 
a 3.30 GPA for all 
UF economics 
courses, complete 
ECO 4935 or ECO 
4905, and submit 

Student must earn a 
3.70 GPA on all courses 
taken at UF the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 credits 
and a 3.50 GPA for all 



an acceptable 
thesis. 

 

UF economics courses. 
Must also complete 
ECO 4935 or ECO 4905 
and submit an 
acceptable thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

English  Student must earn 
an A or B grade in 
at least one 
semester of ENG 
4936 and a 
minimum grade of 
B+ in ENG 4970. 

Student must earn a 
minimum grade of B 
and at least one A in no 
fewer than two 
semesters of ENG 4936 
and an A in ENG 4970. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Foreign 
Languag
es and 
Literatur
es 

 Students must 
complete a thesis 
and receive 
approval of the 
completed project 
by two full-time 
faculty members 
(excluding adjunct 
faculty), one of 
whom must be 
affiliated with 
Languages, 
Literatures and 
Cultures and serve 
as the student’s 
primary advisor. In 
consultation with 
the primary 
advisor, the 
student should 
identify the 
second faculty 
member no later 
than the mid-
point of the 
semester. It is 
strongly 
recommended 
that the student 
complete up to 6 
credits of 4911 in 
their area of 
specialization. (In 
the case of the 
Chinese and 
Japanese tracks, it 

Students must 
complete a thesis and 
receive approval of the 
completed project by 
two full-time faculty 
members (excluding 
adjunct faculty), one of 
whom must be 
affiliated with 
Languages, Literatures 
and Cultures and serve 
as the student’s 
primary advisor. In 
consultation with the 
primary advisor, the 
student should identify 
the second faculty 
member no later than 
the mid-point of the 
semester. It is strongly 
recommended that the 
student complete up to 
6 credits of 4911 in 
their area of 
specialization. (In the 
case of the Chinese and 
Japanese tracks, it is 
strongly recommended 
that the student 
complete up to 3 
credits of CHI 
4911/CHT 4911 or 
CHW 4911 or JPN 
4911/JPT 4911 or JPW 
4911, prior to 
completing 3 credits of 



is strongly 
recommended 
that the student 
complete up to 3 
credits of CHI 
4911/CHT 4911 or 
CHW 4911 or JPN 
4911/JPT 4911 or 
JPW 4911, prior to 
completing 3 
credits of CHI 
4935 or JPN 4935 
(Senior Thesis). 
 
It is possible that a 
student may 
complete a thesis 
and not receive a 
magna or summa 
cum laude 
designation. 
 
Students must 
have earned an A 
or B in at least one 
semester of an 
approved 
4911/4935 course. 
The distinction of 
magna cum laude 
is based on an 
evaluation of the 
thesis by the 
faculty advisor 
and second 
reader. 

CHI 4935 or JPN 4935 
(Senior Thesis). 
 
It is possible that a 
student may complete 
a thesis and not receive 
a magna or summa 
cum laude designation. 
 
Students must have 
earned an A or B in at 
least one semester of 
an approved 
4911/4935 course. 
Students’ writing and 
research must be 
excellent, of nearly 
publishable quality. The 
distinction of summa 
cum laude is based on 
an evaluation of the 
thesis by the faculty 
advisor and second 
reader. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Geograp
hy 

 Student must earn 
an A in GEO 4970 
or GEO 4905 and 
submit an honors 
thesis. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
is based on 
evaluation of the 
thesis by a faculty 
advisor and a 
second reader. 

Student must earn an A 
in GEO 4970 or GEO 
4905 and submit an 
honors thesis. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on evaluation of 
the thesis by a faculty 
advisor and a second 
reader. 



Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Geology  Students must 
complete two 
semesters of GLY 
4911 with grades 
of B or higher and 
submit an honors 
thesis. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
is based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Students must 
complete two 
semesters of GLY 4911 
with grades of B or 
higher and submit an 
honors thesis. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

History  In the fall 
semester, student 
must pass the 
History Honors 
Seminar: Thesis 
Workshop while 
completing thesis 
research. Then, in 
the spring 
semester, student 
must enroll in HIS 
4970 and write an 
acceptable thesis. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. Contact the 
undergraduate 
coordinator or 
history honors 
coordinator for 
information. 

In the fall semester, 
student must pass the 
History Honors 
Seminar: Thesis 
Workshop while 
completing thesis 
research. Then, in the 
spring semester, 
student must enroll in 
HIS 4970 and write an 
acceptable thesis. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. Contact the 
undergraduate 
coordinator or history 
honors coordinator for 
information. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Interdisc
iplinary 
Studies 

 Student with a 
GPA of 3.5 or 
higher must be 
recommended by 
two members of 
the student's 
supervisory 
committee, 
including the 
principal 
supervisor, who 
will affirm that the 

Student with a GPA of 
3.5 or higher must be 
recommended by two 
members of the 
student's supervisory 
committee, including 
the principal 
supervisor, who will 
affirm that the student 
conducted an 
individual project in IDS 
4906 (or equivalent). 



student 
conducted an 
individual project 
in IDS 4906 (or 
equivalent). 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
project. 

Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
project. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Jewish 
Studies 

 Student must 
enroll in JST 4970 
and complete an 
honors project. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
project. 

Student must enroll in 
JST 4970 and complete 
an honors project. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
project. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Linguisti
cs 

 Student must 
complete at least 
three credits of 
LIN 4905, followed 
by LIN 4970. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must complete 
at least three credits of 
LIN 4905, followed by 
LIN 4970. Distinction of 
magna or summa cum 
laude is based on 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Mathem
atics 

 Student must 
write a thesis that 
fulfills the 
department's 
honors standards. 

Student must satisfy 
the BS degree 
requirements and write 
a thesis that fulfills the 
department's honors 
standards. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Microbi
ology 
and Cell 
Science 

 3.75 GPA. Student 
must have grade 
of S in at least four 
credits of MCB 
4911, MCB 4915 
or other 
department 
undergraduate 
research course 

3.85 GPA. Student must 
have grade of S in at 
least four credits of 
MCB 4911, MCB 4915 
or other department 
undergraduate 
research course 
previously approved. 



previously 
approved. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Philosop
hy 

 Student must 
complete an 
honors thesis 
while enrolled in 
PHI 4912. A formal 
proposal must be 
submitted the 
semester prior to 
that during which 
the student writes 
the thesis. Upon 
completion, the 
thesis is reviewed 
by the 
department's 
undergraduate 
committee, which 
also conducts an 
oral examination. 
The 
undergraduate 
coordinator, in 
consultation with 
that committee, 
will determine the 
distinction 
awarded. 

Student must complete 
an honors thesis while 
enrolled in PHI 4912. A 
formal proposal must 
be submitted the 
semester prior to that 
during which the 
student writes the 
thesis. Upon 
completion, the thesis 
is reviewed by the 
department's 
undergraduate 
committee, which also 
conducts an oral 
examination. The 
undergraduate 
coordinator, in 
consultation with that 
committee, will 
determine the 
distinction awarded. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Physics  Student must 
complete and 
defend a thesis to 
graduate magna 
or summa cum 
laude. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
is based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis and an oral 
presentation by 
the student. 

Student must complete 
and defend a thesis to 
graduate magna or 
summa cum laude. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the thesis 
and an oral 
presentation by the 
student. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Political 
Science 

 Student must 
complete POS 
4734, POS 4934 
and POS 4970 in 
order to complete 
an honors thesis. 

Student must complete 
POS 4734, POS 4934 
and POS 4970 in order 
to complete an honors 
thesis. The program 
requires a minimum of 



The program 
requires a 
minimum of two 
semesters of 
coursework and 
research. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

two semesters of 
coursework and 
research. Distinction of 
magna or summa cum 
laude is based on 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Portugu
ese 

Refer to the 
general CLAS 
honors 
information. 

Refer to the 
general CLAS 
honors 
information. 

Refer to the general 
CLAS honors 
information. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Psychol
ogy 

 Student must 
complete and 
defend a thesis 
while taking at 
least one credit of 
PSY 4970. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must complete 
and defend a thesis 
while taking at least 
one credit of PSY 4970. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Religion  Student must 
complete REL 
4932. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
is based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must complete 
REL 4932. Distinction of 
magna or summa cum 
laude is based on 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Sociolog
y 

 Student must 
complete a senior 
honors thesis 
while taking SYA 
4931. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
is based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must complete 
a senior honors thesis 
while taking SYA 4931. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 



Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Spanish  Student must 
complete and 
defend a thesis. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must complete 
and defend a thesis. 
Distinction of magna or 
summa cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Statistic
s 

 Student must 
write a thesis that 
fulfills the 
standards as 
specified in the 
department’s 
honors guidelines. 

Student must satisfy 
the BS degree 
requirements and write 
a thesis that fulfills the 
standards as specified 
in the department’s 
honors guidelines. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Sustaina
bility 
Studies 

 Student must 
complete a thesis, 
which may be 
written for 
independent 
study credit in the 
primary 
supervisor's 
department (but 
not for cluster 
credit). The 
student, in 
consultation with 
the director, must 
secure primary 
and secondary 
faculty supervisors 
associated with 
the major (one 
from CLAS). 
Distinction of 
magna cum laude 
will be given upon 
recommendation 
of both 
supervisors after 
evaluation of the 
thesis. Distinction 
of summa cum 
laude will be given 
upon 
recommendation 

Student must complete 
a thesis, which may be 
written for 
independent study 
credit in the primary 
supervisor's 
department (but not 
for cluster credit). The 
student, in consultation 
with the director, must 
secure primary and 
secondary faculty 
supervisors associated 
with the major (one 
from CLAS). Distinction 
of magna cum laude 
will be given upon 
recommendation of 
both supervisors after 
evaluation of the 
thesis. Distinction of 
summa cum laude will 
be given upon 
recommendation of 
both supervisors and 
an oversight board 
reader, designated by 
the director, after 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 



of both 
supervisors and an 
oversight board 
reader, designated 
by the director, 
after evaluation of 
the thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Women’
s 
Studies 

 Student must 
enroll in WST 
4970 and 
complete an 
honors thesis. 
Distinction of 
magna or summa 
cum laude is 
based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must enroll in 
WST 4970 and 
complete an honors 
thesis. Distinction of 
magna or summa cum 
laude is based on 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis. 

Liberal 
Arts and 
Sciences, 
College 
of 

Zoology  Student must 
complete at least 
six credits of ZOO 
4911, BSC 4910, 
BSC 4912, or BOT 
4911, complete a 
thesis research 
project and 
submit an honors 
thesis. Distinction 
of magna or 
summa cum laude 
is based on faculty 
evaluation of the 
thesis. 

Student must complete 
at least six credits of 
ZOO 4911, BSC 4910, 
BSC 4912, or BOT 4911, 
complete a thesis 
research project and 
submit an honors 
thesis. Distinction of 
magna or summa cum 
laude is based on 
faculty evaluation of 
the thesis. 

Natural 
Resource
s and 
Environm
ent, 
School of 

 Refer to the College 
of Agricultural and 
Life Sciences. 

Refer to the 
College of 
Agricultural and 
Life Sciences. 

Refer to the College of 
Agricultural and Life 
Sciences. 

Nursing, 
College 
of 

 3.70-3.79 GPA in all 
upper-division 
nursing courses. 
 
Students in all 
honors distinctions 
must satisfactorily 
complete the 
honors program. 

3.80-3.89 GPA in 
all upper-division 
nursing courses. 
 
Students in all 
honors 
distinctions must 
satisfactorily 

3.90-4.00 GPA in all 
upper-division nursing 
courses. 
 
Students in all honors 
distinctions must 
satisfactorily complete 
the honors program 



complete the 
honors program 

Pharmac
y, College 
of 

 3.50 or higher GPA 
in required 
pharmacy courses 
and completion of 
all pharmacy 
coursework in the 
Doctor of 
Pharmacy 
curriculum. 

3.60 - 3.79 GPA in 
required 
pharmacy courses 
and completion of 
all pharmacy 
coursework in the 
Doctor of 
Pharmacy 
curriculum. In 
addition, student 
must complete a 
project, submit a 
report and make a 
presentation via 
adherence to 
College of 
Pharmacy 
guidelines. 
Student must also 
be approved by 
the supervisor, the 
supervisor’s 
department chair 
and the Graduate 
Studies Council. 

3.80 or higher GPA in 
required pharmacy 
courses and 
completion of all 
pharmacy coursework 
in the Doctor of 
Pharmacy curriculum. 
In addition, student 
must complete a 
project, submit a 
report and make a 
presentation via 
adherence to College 
of Pharmacy 
guidelines. Student 
must also be approved 
by the supervisor, the 
supervisor’s 
department chair and 
the Graduate Studies 
Council. 

Public 
Health 
and 
Health 
Professio
ns, 
College 
of 

 3.5 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF 
beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. 

3.75 upper-
division GPA on all 
courses taken at 
UF beginning the 
semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Successful 
completion of HSC 
4969 and 4970 
including research 
poster 
presentation and 
thesis, or SPA 
4931 including 
thesis and 
depending on BHS 
major, and no 
student conduct 
or honor code 
violations. Dean's 
review of thesis 

3.85 upper-division 
GPA on all courses 
taken at UF beginning 
the semester after 
accumulating 60 
credits. Successful 
completion of HSC 
4969 and 4970 
including research 
poster presentation 
and thesis, or SPA 4931 
including thesis and 
depending on BHS 
major, and no student 
conduct or honor code 
violations. Dean's 
review of thesis 
designates honors 
level. 



designates honors 
level. 
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Undergraduate Academic Recognition 

The Dean’s List 

a. The names of eligible undergraduates who have achieved a grade-point average for a given 

semester that places them approximately in the top 20 percent of their college will be 

included on a list prepared for the dean of the college. The GPA level for the Dean’s List will 

be set by each college and may be adjusted periodically. 

b. To be eligible for Dean’s List recognition, students must complete at least 12 academic 

semester hours taken for a letter grade (A through F). Students with I, DFR, or missing grades 

will be added as soon as letter grades are resolved and eligibility can be determined. 

c. Students who are registered with Disability Resources and Educational Services (DRES) who 

are enrolled less than 12 but a minimum of nine graded semester hours who are in the top 

20 percent of their college are also eligible. Such students must sign a release with DRES 

indicating their consent for consideration for Dean’s List eligibility and have submitted that 

consent to their home unit’s academic affairs office no later than Reading Day in the 

semester in which they wish to be considered for Dean’s List. These consent forms are valid 

only for the semester in which they are issued, and students must submit by the deadline 

updated consent forms for each semester in which they wish to be considered for Dean’s 

List. 

Campus Honors Program – Chancellor’s Scholars 

a. A select number of high-achieving students are admitted to the Campus Honors Program 

annually and are designated as “Chancellor’s Scholars.” This recognition is noted on the 

official university record for each term the student meets program requirements. 

b. Students may enroll in any undergraduate curriculum and are also encouraged to participate 

in departmental and college honors programs. 

c. As Chancellor’s Scholars, students register in special small honors sections of classes that 

fulfill elective and general education requirements. They are able to participate in extensive 

co-curricular activities involving informal interaction with notable campus faculty members 

and outside speakers. Those students who elect to complete additional program 

requirements are eligible to graduate as a “Distinguished Chancellor’s Scholar,” which is 

noted on the official university record during the student’s final semester in the program. 

d. For additional information, contact the Campus Honors Program website at 

www.honors.illinois.edu. 

Edmund J. James Scholars 

Successful performance for one academic year as an Edmund J. James Scholar is recorded on the 

https://studentcode.illinois.edu/article3/part4/3-401/
http://www.honors.illinois.edu/


student’s official university record as “Edmund J. James Scholar for Academic Year XXXX-XXXX.” 

Specific criteria for appointment and recognition as a James Scholar vary from college to college. 

University Honors – Bronze Tablet 

a. Sustained academic achievement is recognized by inscribing the student’s name on the 

Bronze Tablet, which hangs on a wall of the Library. To qualify, undergraduate students must: 

1. have at least a 3.5 (A = 4.0) cumulative grade-point average for all work taken at the 

university through the academic term prior to their graduation term; and 

2. rank, on the basis of their cumulative grade-point average (including University of Illinois 

Urbana-Champaign and transfer work, if any) through the academic term prior to their 

graduation term, in the top 3 percent of the students in their college graduating class. 

b. Transfer students, in addition to meeting the general rules for qualification, must satisfy two 

additional requirements: (1) they must have cumulative University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign grade-point averages as high as the lowest ones listed for students in their 

college who qualify on the basis of having completed all of their work at the University of 

Illinois Urbana-Champaign; and (2) they must earn forty or more semester hours at the 

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign through the academic term prior to their graduation 

term. 

c. For the purpose of this award, college graduating class means all students receiving 

bachelor’s degrees from the same University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign college between 

July 1 of each year and June 30 of the next. 

d. For the purpose of this award, academic term prior to graduation means: for August 

graduates, the preceding spring semester; for October graduates, the preceding spring 

semester; for December graduates, the preceding summer session; for May graduates, the 

preceding fall semester. The list will be determined each year following the availability of 

grades for the fall semester. 

Undergraduate College Honors 

Each college prescribes the conditions under which candidates for its degrees may be 

recommended for graduation with honors in recognition of sustained intellectual achievement 

throughout the student’s undergraduate career. These distinctions are noted on the student’s 

baccalaureate diploma, permanent university record, and official transcript. 
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Honors Programs 

What is Illinois Honors? 

At Illinois, we offer honors options of several kinds: support for students applying for nationally 

competitive scholarships; honors work in academic departments; the college-wide James Scholar 

honors programs; and the community of "Chancellor's Scholars" in the Campus Honors Program. 

https://illinois.edu/academics/honors.html


Because graduation requirements for these programs often overlap, it's possible to complete 

more than one without a great deal of additional course work. Every year, many Illinois students 

graduate with several kinds of academic distinction. 

What’s Special About Illinois Honors? 

College students can excel in different ways. Sometimes their special strengths and enthusiasms 

are brought to life when they find a major. Other students thrive in interdisciplinary seminars 

and co-curricular activities; in interactions and friendships with distinguished scholars and 

scientists; in adventurous and intellectually challenging experience abroad; or in independent 

research, leadership, and service. 

It's not unusual for Illinois students to reach their own academic "high gear" later than their first 

semester. Young people on our campus change, and as a cooperating confederation of programs, 

Illinois Honors can be there for you when you're ready for honors-level work. 

YOUR FRESHMAN HONORS EXPERIENCE 

When you are admitted as a James Scholar or Chancellor's Scholar, your first year will include 

special opportunities and events with the following objectives: 

To help build friendships with other students who share a special interest in intellectual 

adventure and professional growth; 

To introduce the vast variety of resources and events at Illinois, the worlds of learning and 

culture just beyond the classroom door. 

 

Beyond the Freshman Year 

The university promotes and supports students applying for nationally competitive awards. The 

National and International Scholarships Program challenges aspiring scholars to make the most 

of their time at Illinois and assists applicants for awards such as the Fulbright, Rhodes, and 

Truman Scholarships in sharing their profiles with selection committees. 

For further information about these opportunities, please visit the National and International 

Scholarships Program website. 

When you continue as a James Scholar or Chancellor's Scholar, you can expect to participate in 

honors seminars or research experiences offered by your chosen major department or your 

college. Some of these programs offer study abroad options and numerous co-curricular 

activities, or internships and field experiences for professional development. 

HONOR SOCIETIES 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign recognizes more than 50 independent honor 

societies. 

Among the prestigious national honor societies with campus chapters at Illinois are Tau Beta Pi 

(Engineering), Beta Gamma Sigma (Business), Kappa Delta Pi (Education), Phi Beta Kappa (LAS), 

Phi Kappa Phi (campus-wide), and the freshman honor societies Alpha Lambda Delta, Gamma 

Sigma Delta (ACES), and Phi Eta Sigma. 

http://www.topscholars.illinois.edu/
http://www.topscholars.illinois.edu/


Membership in these societies is usually decided in your junior or senior year. For more 

information, confer with the local representative of the society that offers membership to you, 

or consult with a dean or academic advisor in your departmental or college office. 

Dean’s List 

For each fall and spring semester, a Dean's List is compiled and published by each college, 

recognizing students who have completed on campus a full course-load of traditionally-graded 

semester-hours, achieving at least a "B" average for that term, and ranking in the top 20% of the 

class. Additional criteria are established by each college. 

Honors Upon Graduation 

Qualifying seniors are eligible for recognition based upon scholastic merit. Cum Laude, Magna 

Cum Laude, and Summa Cum Laude are citations conferred by the College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences for high grade-point averages and completion of an intellectually-challenging 

curriculum. Honors, High Honors, and Highest Honors are distinctions conferred by the following 

University of Illinois colleges: Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Applied Life 

Studies, Business, Media, Engineering, Education, and Fine and Applied Arts. 

Qualifications for Cum Laude, Honors and higher designations are determined by each college. 

Also conferred in spring semester, Bronze Tablet honors the top 3% of graduates from each 

college. These students receive special recognition and regalia at graduation ceremonies, and 

their names are inscribed on the tablets in the first-floor corridors of the University Library. In 

addition, many Illinois academic departments award Distinction, High Distinction, or Highest 

Distinction for the completion of honors-quality work as specified in these curricula. 
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Other Academic Recognitions 

Not official policy, located on commencement site 

In addition to earning a degree, many students qualify for other academic recognitions. 

These recognitions can impact how your diploma looks, how your name is listed in the program, 

read at commencement, or what items can be added to your regalia. 

Distinction 

Graduation with Distinction 

The Office of the Registrar certifies to the deans of the colleges the names of students eligible to 

graduate with distinction. To be eligible for consideration, degree candidates must complete the 

final 60 semester hours in residence as an undergraduate at the University of Iowa and at least 

45 semester hours must have been completed prior to the final semester or session of 

registration. The grade-point average (GPA) upon which distinction is determined includes all 

work undertaken prior to the beginning of the final semester or session. 

https://commencement.uiowa.edu/other-academic-recognitions


The University of Iowa designates distinction by gold stars worn on the left sleeve of the 

student's regalia.  

There are three levels of distinction at Iowa: 

• With Highest Distinction = 3 Stars 

• With High Distinction = 2 Stars 

• With Distinction = 1 Star 

Distinction levels will appear on the diploma, the program, and will be read at commencement. 

Collegiate Distinction Criteria 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Engineering, and Tippie College of 

Business 

Graduates with distinction in the Colleges of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of 

Engineering, and Tippie College of Business rank as follows: 

• With Highest Distinction: Highest 2% 

• With High Distinction: Next Highest 3% 

• With Distinction: Next Highest 5% 

The three levels of distinction in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: 

• With Highest Distinction: 4.00 GPA or above 

• With High Distinction: 3.95-3.99 GPA 

• With Distinction: 3.87-3.94 GPA 

The three levels of distinction in the College of Engineering: 

• With Highest Distinction: 4.00 GPA or above 

• With High Distinction: 3.94-3.99 GPA 

• With Distinction: 3.87-3.93 GPA 

The three levels of distinction in the Tippie College of Business: 

• With Highest Distinction: 4.00 GPA or above 

• With High Distinction: 3.91-3.99 GPA 

• With Distinction: 3.78-3.90 GPA 

College of Education, College of Nursing, and College of Public Health 

The three levels of distinction in the College of Education, College of Nursing, and 

College of Public Health: 

• With Highest Distinction 3.90 GPA or above 

• With High Distinction 3.80–3.89 GPA 

• With Distinction 3.75–3.79 GPA 

University College 

Graduates with distinction in University College must complete a total of 45 semester 



hours in residence; 30 must be completed prior to final registration. The three levels of 

distinction in University College: 

• With Highest Distinction 3.90–4.00 GPA 

• With High Distinction 3.80–3.89 GPA 

• With Distinction 3.75–3.79 GPA 

Carver College of Medicine 

The three levels of distinction for the undergraduate programs in the Carver College of 

Medicine: 

• With Highest Distinction 3.85 GPA or above 

• With High Distinction 3.75–3.84 GPA 

• With Distinction 3.65–3.74 GPA 

College of Pharmacy 

The three levels of distinction in the College of Pharmacy: 

• With Highest Distinction 4.0 GPA or above 

• With High Distinction 3.75–3.99 GPA 

• With Distinction 3.50–3.74 GPA 

Graduation with Honors 

Students may graduate with either or both of honors in the major and university honors.  

Honors in the major recognizes excellence in a student’s major area(s) of study, whereas 

university honors recognizes completion of the UI Honors Program curriculum. 

Honors in the Major 

Honors in the major requires additional work by the student, commonly a scholarly project or 

creative piece completed under the mentorship of a single faculty member, that goes beyond 

the regular requirements for the major. 

Honors in the major is based on the college and department you are earning your degree from. 

Questions about your eligibility to graduate with honors in the major should be directed to your 

department or college. 

University Honors 

University honors requires the completion of a flexible curriculum of honors coursework and 

experiences—such as research, study abroad, or internships—woven into the student’s 

undergraduate education. 
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UI Students named to dean’s list for fall 2022 semester 

https://now.uiowa.edu/2023/01/ui-students-named-deans-list-fall-2022-semester


More than 7,000 students at the University of Iowa were named to the dean’s list for the 2022 

fall semester. 

Guidelines for inclusion on the list are: 

• Degree seeking undergraduate students in the Carver College of Medicine, College of Liberal 

Arts and Sciences, the College of Education, the College of Engineering, the College of Public 

Health, the Tippie College of Business, and University College who achieve a grade-point 

average (GPA) of 3.50 or higher on 12 semester hours or more of UI graded coursework 

during a given semester or summer session and who have no semester hours of “I” 

(incomplete) or “O” (no grade reported) during the same semester are recognized by 

inclusion on the dean’s list for that semester 

• Undergraduate students in the Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine may qualify 

for the dean’s list with fewer than 12 semester hours of graded 

credit, if deemed appropriate by the college 

• College of Nursing students participating in clinical courses who have a total of 12 semester 

hours of earned credit, with eight semester hours of graded credit 

with a GPA of 3.50 or higher 

Please note that courses offered on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory (S/U) or pass/fail (P/F) basis do 

not count toward graded credit for inclusion on the dean’s list. 

Students are listed alphabetically by surname in the following Excel file and PDF. 

All UI students are assigned a personal Merit page during their first semester on campus. The UI 

uses Merit to recognize and promote outstanding student achievement, extracurricular 

activities, and graduation. Students have the ability to customize their Merit page with pictures; 

downloadable documents; and details about internships, externships, volunteer 

activities, leadership positions, study abroad experiences, and employment.  

Students also have the option to share achievements added to their Merit page on their 

personal social media channels, such as Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. Achievements posted 

to Merit pages by the UI are automatically shared with newspapers that serve the student’s 

hometown and with the counseling office of the high school from which the student graduated. 

To view the UI Merit page, visit uiowa.meritpages.com. 

 

 

University of Iowa 

https://honors.uiowa.edu/current-members/graduation  

Graduation 

To commend and recognize students who graduate from the University of Iowa with University 

Honors, we gather at the end of each spring semester for the University Honors Commendation 

Ceremony. Honors staff and faculty bestow honorary regalia to recognize our 

students' extraordinary academic achievements. Information will be shared with spring 

https://uiowa.meritpages.com/
https://uiowa.meritpages.com/
https://honors.uiowa.edu/current-members/graduation


graduates after the preapproval process described above has been completed. December and 

August graduates are welcome to participate as well and should contact the program at least a 

month before spring commencement weekend if they would like to attend. 

Graduating with Honors 

There are two ways to graduate with honors at the University of Iowa: University 

Honors and honors in your major. 

University Honors 

By submitting your graduation degree application, you will automatically be considered for 

graduation with University Honors. No extra box needs to be checked at application submission 

to indicate you would like to be considered for University Honors. 

After the degree application deadline, one of two things will happen: 

1. If you complete your degree application and your honors degree audit shows that you have 

fulfilled University Honors requirements*, you will receive pre-approval to graduate with 

University Honors within a month after the degree application deadline. 

Students in the College of Engineering do not need to notify us if they plan to use the 

Engineering Exception. Similarly, students who began in the program prior to Fall 2016 may 

be following a slightly different coursework and experiential learning requirement. Even 

though your degree audit will not say "requirements complete", you will still be cleared for 

graduation if you meet the exception requirements. 

2. If your honors degree audit shows you have completed the required coursework but does 

not reflect 12 experiential learning credits*, you will receive an email within a month after 

the degree application deadline to encourage you to report any missing experiences from 

your Honors degree audit. If you believe you should have received this email and have not, 

please contact us at honors-program@uiowa.edu. 

*Students completing honors in the major will not see this on their University Honors degree 

audits. However, your work towards honors in the major should otherwise be clear to us; if you 

have 12 s.h. of honors coursework and are working towards honors in the major, you should fall 

into category 1. If, however, you are working towards honors in the major and are not approved 

to graduate with Honors, it will be imperative to notify Honors in a timely way so that we can 

clear up the missing information with you and your department or college. 
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Graduation Applications and Latin Honors 

GRADUATION APPLICATIONS 

Each candidate for a degree or certificate must file a formal application with the Office of the 

University Registrar. The deadline for application is the end of the schedule adjustment period 

mailto:honors-program@uiowa.edu
https://academiccatalog.umd.edu/undergraduate/registration-academic-requirements-regulations/academic-records-regulations/
https://academiccatalog.umd.edu/undergraduate/registration-academic-requirements-regulations/academic-records-regulations/


for the semester in which the student plans to graduate, or at the end of the first week of the 

second summer session for August degrees. 

In all cases, graduation applications must be filed at the beginning of the student's final semester 

before receiving a degree. The graduation applications are available on the internet at 

testudo.umd.edu or at the Office of the University Registrar, 1st floor Clarence M. Mitchell Jr. 

Building. 

LATIN HONORS 

Summa cum laude, magna cum laude and cum laude are the highest Latin honors that the 

University bestows for sustained excellence in scholarship. They generally are awarded to the 

top 10% of all students graduating in each college or school, and all students receiving at least a 

3.9 grade-point average. Summa cum laude is awarded to students with a GPA equal to or 

greater than the highest two percent of GPAs from the specific college or school averaged over 

the previous academic year, magna cum laude to the next highest three percent, and cum laude 

to the following five percent. To be eligible for this recognition, at least 60 semester hours must 

be earned at the university or at a program in which credit earned is counted as University of 

Maryland, College Park, resident credit (contact the Office of the University Registrar to 

determine program eligibility). No more than 6 credits taken pass/fail or satisfactory/fail grade 

modes shall count toward the 60-hour minimum. No student with a grade-point average of less 

than 3.3 will be considered for a Latin honor. See the Office of the University Registrar's website 

(registrar.umd.edu) for a list of minimum GPA cut-offs (for the current year) for each honor 

designation, published by college or school. 

Honors (Dean’s List) 

Semester Academic Honors (Dean's List) are awarded to students who - within any given 

semester (excluding winter and summer terms) - complete 12 or more credits with a semester 

GPA of 3.5 or higher. This recognition is noted on the student's academic record. 

Please Note: Courses with grades of P and S are excluded from the calculation. 
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Latin Honors 

Latin Honors afford recognition for academic excellence achieved over the duration of a 

student’s entire official undergraduate coursework at the University of Maryland. Summa cum 

laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude are the highest Latin Honors that the University 

bestows for sustained excellence in scholarship. They are awarded to the top 10% of all students 

graduating in each College or School. Summa cum laude is awarded to students with a GPA equal 

to or greater than the highest two percent of GPAs from the specific College or School averaged 

over the previous academic year, magna cum laude to the next highest three percent, and cum 

laude to the following five percent. Latin Honors are officially annotated on the transcripts and 

diplomas of students who have graduated 

Latin Honors Eligibility 

https://registrar.umd.edu/current/Policies/latinhonors.html


All of the following must be met to be eligible for Latin Honors: 

• At least 60 semester hours must be earned at the University or at a program in which credit 

earned is counted as University of Maryland, College Park, resident credit (contact the Office 

of the Registrar to determine program eligibility). 

• No more than 6 credits taken pass/fail or satisfactory/fail grade modes shall count toward 

the 60-hour minimum. 

• No student with a grade point average of less than 3.3 will be considered for a Latin Honor. 

• The final, cumulative GPA meets cutoff levels for the student’s graduation year. 

Calculation of Latin Honors Levels 

Minimum required GPAs for Latin Honors change from one academic year to the next. The 

minimum GPAs are firm cutoffs for earning Latin Honors during the academic year and are 

published towards the end of September of the given academic year (see below for the most 

current GPA cut-offs). 

To determine the Latin Honors cutoff for each Honor level (i.e., summa, magna, and cum laude) 

for a given year, the minimum GPA for each Honors designation are calculated, by College or 

School, based on cumulative GPA averages of the previous academic year’s three graduating 

terms (Fall, Spring, and Summer). While the minimum GPA cutoffs for Latin Honors will change 

from year to year, they will remain static, once calculated, for the entire upcoming academic year 

and will not be recalculated during that academic year. Students will therefore be able to know 

what the firm minimum GPA cutoff is for their individual College or School for each Latin Honor 

level in advance of graduation. 

Awarding Latin Honors 

The University awards Latin Honors based on a student’s cumulative grade point average (GPA) 

for all coursework taken towards their degree. As such, this GPA is calculated using grades from 

all courses taken at the University, including the student’s final semester of studies. For students 

with double majors, Latin Honors are awarded based on their primary major. Note: Because final 

semester grades are processed sometime after Commencement activities, identification of Latin 

Honors in the University's Commencement Ceremony Program are tentative and unofficial, 

pending the submission and calculation of all final grades for the semester of commencement. 

The final GPA of each graduating student is compared with the published GPA cutoffs in effect for 

the student’s graduation year to decide if a Latin Honor is earned: top 2% summa cum laude, 

next 3% magna cum laude, next 5% cum laude (see table below). 

Latin Honor Cutoffs 

Fall 2022, Spring 2023, and Summer 2023 Graduating Classes

 

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE & 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

Summa 4.000-3.985 

Magna 3.984-3.943 

Cum Laude 3.942-3.894 

 



SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE, 
PLANNING, & PRESERVATION 

Summa 4.000-3.944 

Magna 3.943-3.867 

Cum Laude 3.866-3.750 

 

COLLEGE OF ARTS & 
HUMANITIES 

Summa 4.000-4.000 

Magna 3.999-3.961 

Cum Laude 3.960-3.900 

 

COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Summa 4.000-3.992 

Magna 3.991-3.961 

Cum Laude 3.960-3.900 

 

ROBERT H. SMITH SCHOOL OF 
BUSINESS 

Summa 4.000-3.975 

Magna 3.974-3.940 

Cum Laude 3.939-3.885 

 

COLLEGE OF COMPUTER, 
MATHEMATICAL, & NATURAL 

SCIENCES 

Summa 4.000-3.997 

Magna 3.996-3.977 

Cum Laude 3.976-3.900 

 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Summa 4.000-3.992 

Magna 3.991-3.986 

Cum Laude 3.985-3.900 

 

A. JAMES CLARK SCHOOL OF 
ENGINEERING 

Summa 4.000-3.985 

Magna 3.984-3.955 

Cum Laude 3.954-3.900 

 

COLLEGE OF INFORMATION 
STUDIES 

Summa 4.000-3.961 

Magna 3.960-3.919 

Cum Laude 3.918-3.800 

 

PHILIP MERRILL COLLEGE OF 
JOURNALISM 

Summa 4.000-3.983 

Magna 3.982-3.954 

Cum Laude 3.953-3.900 

 

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Summa 4.000-3.985 

Magna 3.984-3.936 

Cum Laude 3.935-3.886 

 

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY 

Summa 4.000-4.000 

Magna 3.999-3.990 

Cum Laude 3.935-3.886 

 

COLLEGE OF UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDIES 

Summa 4.000-4.000 

Magna 3.999-3.992 

Cum Laude 3.991-3.900 
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Imagine Life as a Fearless Terp 
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The Honors College is home to eight of the University of Maryland’s highly acclaimed living-

learning programs for students with exceptional academic talents. Students take 15-18 credits in 

one of our living-learning programs in order to earn an Honors Citation, which is an academic 

distinction notated on their transcripts. Each program’s curriculum is unique and designed to fit 

into the general education requirements already established as part of students’ degree plans. 

Additionally, Honors students have access to special versions of traditional classes (“H-versions”) 

hosted by academic departments, as well as the opportunity to join upper-level departmental 

honors programs in their major discipline of study. 

The Honors College features small classes taught by outstanding faculty, an innovative learning 

environment and opportunities for research and study in the Washington, D.C., area. The 

sophisticated academic offerings and friendly residential environment of the Honors College give 

students a small liberal arts college experience nestled within the rich, diverse and abundant 

opportunities of a big research institution. 

Each year, approximately 1,050 freshmen are welcomed into this highly selective academic 

community of scholars who call Honors College home. 
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What is the Honors Citation? 

The Honors Citation is an academic distinction awarded to students who complete the 

requirements for one of UMD’s living-learning programs. Students must have a cumulative GPA 

of at least 3.2. Specific requirements vary by program. 

Program citation requirements: 

• ACES – Advanced Cybersecurity Experience for Students (ACES) 

• Design Cultures & Creativity (DCC) 

• Gemstone (GEMS) 

• Honors Global Communities (HGC) 

• Honors Humanities (HH) 

• Integrated Life Sciences (ILS) 

• Interdisciplinary Business Honors (IBH) 

• University Honors (UH) 
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What Are Departmental Honors Programs? 

https://honors.umd.edu/academics/honors-citation/
https://honors.umd.edu/living-learning-programs/
https://aces.umd.edu/curriculum-llp/
http://dcc.umd.edu/learning/
https://www.gemstone.umd.edu/current-students/curriculum
https://globalcommunities.umd.edu/landingtopic/academic-requirements-current-students
http://www.honorshumanities.umd.edu/curriculum.html
https://www.ils.umd.edu/courses
https://ibh.umd.edu/
http://universityhonors.umd.edu/citation/
https://honors.umd.edu/academics/departmental-honors/


Honors College students can participate in Departmental and College honors programs, in 

addition to their living-learning programs. Departmental honors programs typically involve 

working closely with a faculty mentor on an independent research or scholarly project 

culminating in a thesis. There is a minimum GPA requirement, upper level course requirements 

and an Honors thesis project. Departmental honors programs are a powerful way for students to 

experience innovative research and discovery in their field of interest. Admission to 

departmental honors programs varies by college/department. Students should contact the 

departmental honors program for more information. 

Benefits of Departmental Honors: 

Students admitted to a departmental or college honors program on campus are considered 

members of the Honors College, whether or not they were Honors students when they entered 

UMD. All Honors College students have access to H-version courses offered by academic 

departments across campus. Students are eligible to participate in all Honors College level 

activities and organizations. Please check the Honors College news and calendar for upcoming 

events, including Honors’ famous ice cream socials! Note that individual LLP events are generally 

only open to students in that community. 

 

Michigan State University 
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Undergraduate Education 

Dean’s List 

The Dean's List honors all undergraduates in the university who earn a 3.50 or better grade–

point average (GPA) for the courses in their undergraduate program totaling 12 or more credits 

for a given semester. The courses must be taken as part of the undergraduate program to be 

recognized as part of the semester total GPA, and not taken to fulfill the requirements of a 

graduate or professional degree program. The credits for a given semester must have been 

recorded under the numerical grading system. The Dean's List designation appears on the 

student's official transcript. The list, prepared each semester, is displayed in the MSU Union 

Building and is also available at www.reg.msu.edu/ROInfo/GradHonor/DeansList.aspx. 

College Honors Awards 

Several of the colleges present students with awards at special occasions such as honors 

banquets or award receptions. 

Graduation Honors 

Honors College students, students who complete the Academic Scholars program within the 

Honors College, students who graduate with honor or high honor, and Board of Trustees Award 

recipients are recognized in the commencement program and at the commencement exercise. 

Graduation with Honor 

The policy for granting graduation with honor as established by the University Academic Council 

provides for honoring at each commencement the top 20 percent of the graduating 

undergraduate students based upon their grade-point averages. Approximately six percent 

https://honors.umd.edu/academics/h-version-h-option/
https://honors.umd.edu/newsroom/
https://honors.umd.edu/events/
https://honors.umd.edu/events/
https://reg.msu.edu/academicprograms/Print.aspx?Section=294
http://www.reg.msu.edu/ROInfo/GradHonor/DeansList.aspx


receive the degree With High Honor and approximately 14 percent receive the degree With 

Honor. 

The current minimum grade–point averages to receive graduation honors can be found on the 

Office of the Registrar Web site at 

https://reg.msu.edu/ROInfo/GradHonor/GraduationHonors.aspx. Student grade-point averages 

are calculated and truncated at two decimal places. 

The specific minimum grade–point averages required for honors are determined by the Office of 

the Provost following a review of the standards by the University Committee on Undergraduate 

Education. The grade–point distributions of each year's Spring graduates are used for 

establishing new grade–point average standards for the following consecutive Spring, Summer, 

and Fall graduating classes. 

Graduation with honor is based on the entire academic performance at Michigan State 

University. However, recognition of graduation with honor in the commencement program is 

based on the grade–point average and credits of all work at Michigan State University completed 

prior to the opening of the semester in which the commencement ceremony is held. Transfer 

students must earn a minimum of 50 semester credits at Michigan State University to be eligible 

for graduation with honor or recognition in the commencement program. Graduation with 

honor is indicated on the student's permanent academic record and on the diploma. Lists are 

also released to the press with appropriate designations. 

 

Michigan State University 
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Graduation Honors 

Students in the Honors College, Academic Scholars, and students who graduate with honor or 

high honor are recognized in the commencement program. 

 

The policy for granting graduation with honor as established by the University Council provides 

for honoring at each graduation approximately 20 percent of the students who have earned the 

highest grade-point averages. Approximately 6 percent receive the degree With High Honor and 

the following 14 percent receive the degree With Honor. 

 

However, the specific minimum grade-point averages required are determined by the Office of 

the Provost following a review of the standards by the University Committee on Undergraduate 

Education. The grade-point distributions of each year's graduates are used as a base for 

establishing new grade-point average standards to maintain the percentage of students to be 

honored at 18 to 20 percent. 

 

In order to maintain the specified percentages, the GPA thresholds are adjusted following each 

Spring semester for the following calendar year. 

 

The minimum grade-point averages required for graduation honors per semester are: 

https://reg.msu.edu/roinfo/gradhonor/graduationhonors.aspx


GRADUATION 
SEMESTER 

WITH 
HIGH 

HONOR 
(TOP 6%) 

WITH 
HONOR 

(TOP 7-20%) 

Spring 2018 3.91 3.73 

Summer 2018 3.91 3.73 

Fall 2018 3.91 3.73 

Spring 2019 3.92 3.77 

Summer 2019  3.92 3.77 

Fall 2019 3.92 3.77 

Spring 2020 3.94 3.78 

Summer 2020 3.94 3.78 

Fall 2020  3.94 3.78 

Spring 2021 3.94 3.79 

Summer 2021 3.94 3.79 

Fall 2021 3.94 3.79 

Spring 2022 3.95 3.82 

Summer 2022 3.95 3.82 

Fall 2022 3.95 3.82 

Spring 2023 3.95 3.81 

Summer 2023 3.95 3.81 

Fall 2023 3.95 3.81 

Future Terms To Be Determined. 

 

Graduation with honor is based on the entire academic performance at Michigan State. 

However, recognition of graduation with honor in the commencement program is based on 

grade-point average of all work at MSU completed prior to the opening of the semester of 

graduation. Transfer students must earn a minimum of 50 semester credits at MSU to be eligible 

for graduation with honor or with high honor for recognition in the commencement program. 

 

Graduation with honor or with high honor as well as Honors College or Academic Scholar is 

indicated on the student's permanent academic record and on the diploma. This information is 

made available to the press via University Relations and includes all applicable honors 

designations. 

 

Student grade point averages are calculated and truncated at two decimal places. Students who 

achieve graduation honors in their final semester will receive that recognition on their 

permanent record. Likewise, students who fall below the honors threshold in their final semester 

will not receive honors recognition. Commencement programs will not be re-printed. 
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Undergraduate Degrees with Distinction and Degrees with Honors 
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1. General Provisions 

a. Any campus may offer both degrees with honors and degrees with distinction, only one, 

or neither. 

b. A student may obtain both a degree with honors and a degree with distinction, if offered 

by the campus from which the degree is awarded. 

c. For the purpose of awarding degrees with honors and degrees with distinction, the 

overall performance of degree candidates on each campus will be judged in relationship 

to the performance of degree-seeking students on that campus, not in relationship to 

other University students. 

d. To qualify for either a degree with distinction or a degree with honors, a student must 

have completed 60 or more semester credits at the University of Minnesota. For the 

purposed of meeting the grade point average (GPA) standards set forth in this policy, 

only University of Minnesota course work will factor into the GPA calculation. 

e. It is the expectation of the Faculty Senate that in general, a campus will not award 

degrees with honors and with distinction, in total, to more than approximately 10-15% 

of any graduation class.  

f. The University transcript will contain a brief explanation of the difference between a 

degree with distinction and a degree with honors. 

g. The Senate Committee on Educational Policy will review annually data on the number 

and percentage of students on each campus who receive degrees with distinction and 

degrees with honors. 

2. Degrees with honors and campus honors programs 

a. The requirements for a degree with honors will not consist of only the accomplishment 

of a designated amount of course work or achievement of a stipulated grade point 

average, but will also include a definite standard of excellence in scholarship with 

specific evidence of ability to accomplish independent or original work. To obtain a 

degree with honors, the student must participate in a fully developed campus honors 

program. 

b. The initiative for establishing degrees with honors (that is, cum laude, magna cum laude, 

and summa cum laude) will lie with each campus and must be approved by the senior 

academic officer on the campus.  Qualifications for degrees with honors must meet the 

requirements of sections 3(b-d) of this policy.  

c. A campus desiring to grant degrees with honors must proposed an honors program, 

specifying how honors students are to be selected, the nature, depth, and breadth of 

the honors requirements, and the general requirements for obtaining a degree cum 

laude, magna cum laude, and summa cum laude. 

d. The minimum cumulative grade-point average in courses taken after the completion of 

60 semester credits will be 3.500 to obtain a degree “cum laude,” 3.666 for a degree 

“magna cum laude,” and 3.750 for a degree “summa cum laude.” Campuses have the 

authority to adopt higher grade-point averages. Students whose GPA is 0.100 or less 

below one of these three bands may be considered for the band above based on 

exceptional thesis work, the standards for, and process of evaluation for, to be 

determined solely by the campus honors program. 



e. Campuses will attempt to ensure that there is reasonable consistency across units in the 

amount of work required of its students to obtain degrees with honors. 

Reason for Policy 

Students who achieve high academic performance as evidenced in their grade point average 

or who participate in an honors program (either University or campus based) receive 

recognition on their transcripts and diplomas. The standards for graduation with distinction 

and/or honors need to be clearly articulated so they can be applied consistently, and so 

students know what is required to achieve these recognitions. 
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Undergraduate Degree Requirements: Honors 

Undergraduate Honors: Degrees with Distinction 

To graduate with distinction or with highest distinction, students must have completed at least 

45 academic hours at UNC–Chapel Hill and have an overall grade point average of at least 3.500 

or 3.800 respectively. The grade point average is based on the grades received and recorded by 

the Office of the University Registrar as of the degree award date. No changes are permitted to 

the awards after that date. 

Undergraduate Honors: Degrees with Honors 

Students who wish to graduate from UNC–Chapel Hill with honors or highest honors must 

complete a senior honors thesis project in their major field(s) of study. Such students need not 

have been members of Honors Carolina. They must, however, meet academic eligibility 

standards set by Honors Carolina and the individual departments, curricula, and professional 

schools that sponsor senior honors thesis programs. 

Students with double majors may graduate with honors or highest honors in both fields of study. 

To do so, they must complete a distinct project in each field. Students may not undertake a 

senior honors thesis project in a minor field (Creative Writing is the sole exception) or in a field 

outside of their declared major(s). 

Students who successfully complete a senior honors thesis project will have the designation 

“Honors” or “Highest Honors” recorded on their diplomas and transcripts and will be denoted in 

the Commencement bulletin at graduation. Creative Writing minors earning honors or highest 

honors will also be recognized in the Commencement bulletin and have a special remark added 

to their transcripts, but no designation will appear on their diplomas. 

Application for honors work: Students should apply to the honors advisor in the department or 

curriculum of the major. Ordinarily, application is made during the junior year, although it is 

done earlier in some departments. Detailed information concerning the application should be 

obtained from the honors advisor in the major. 

Requirements for eligibility: Students who wish to undertake a senior honors thesis project must 

have a cumulative grade point average of 3.300 or higher. Academic units that wish to impose a 

https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/degree-requirements/#honorstext


higher grade point average eligibility standard may do so by requiring that students meet both 

the cumulative 3.300 grade point average standard set by Honors Carolina office and a higher 

grade point average standard for all coursework required for the major. 

Nature and purpose of honors study: Programs are provided for students who have 

demonstrated a high level of scholastic ability and achievement and who desire to pursue an 

intensive, individualized program of study in their major discipline. Senior honors thesis students 

must complete an original and substantial research, performance, or creative project under 

direct supervision by a faculty advisor. 

Senior honors thesis projects are scheduled as a two-semester sequence of honors courses led 

by unit-designated faculty, independent study overseen by the faculty thesis advisor, or a 

combination of the two. Detailed guidelines on approved senior honors thesis scheduling 

formats are available on the Honors Carolina website. Regardless of the scheduling format used, 

students must complete a total of 6.0 credit hours of senior honors thesis coursework during 

consecutive semesters, not during summer sessions. 

A special written or oral examination on the student’s program is required during the final 

semester of honors study. The department or curriculum may impose other requirements that it 

deems appropriate. In every instance, study for honors will require academic excellence. When 

the student has fulfilled all requirements, the department or curriculum will recommend to the 

associate dean for honors that the degree be awarded with honors or with highest honors. The 

degree with highest honors is conferred in recognition of extraordinary achievement in a 

program of honors study. 

Procedures for granting degrees with honors: The grade for coursework in connection with an 

honors project is determined by the faculty advisor and is (like all grades) subject to appeal. 

Successful completion of honors study does not automatically confer departmental honors. 

Before awarding a degree with honors or highest honors, the College of Arts and Sciences 

requires the recommendation of a student’s examining committee and the endorsement of that 

committee’s recommendation by the chair of the department or curriculum. A negative 

recommendation by the department is final and cannot be appealed. The associate dean for 

honors makes the final decision to award a degree with honors on the basis of the department’s 

positive recommendation and the student’s cumulative grade point average. 

Phi Beta Kappa 

This national collegiate honor society is open to undergraduate students in the College of Arts 

and Sciences and in exceptional circumstances (as described below) to students enrolled in 

undergraduate professional degree programs. The following students in the College of Arts and 

Sciences are eligible for membership: 

• Students who have completed at least 75 semester hours of graded academic 

coursework in the liberal arts and sciences at UNC–Chapel Hill with a quality point 

average of at least 3.850 

• Students who have completed at least 105 semester academic course hours in the 

liberal arts and sciences, at least 45 of which must have been graded coursework taken 

at UNC–Chapel Hill with a quality point average of at least 3.750 



No grades made at an institution from which a student has transferred shall be included in 

determining a student’s eligibility. The quality point average shall include all academic 

coursework in the liberal arts and sciences taken and counted toward the candidate’s degree 

(physical activity grades and hours are not included). Grades and hours received on courses 

taken after the candidate has received his or her degree shall not be counted. 

Undergraduate students not enrolled in the College of Arts and Sciences who meet the general 

semester hours and quality point average described in the second bullet above and who have 

completed at least 90 semester hours of coursework in the departments and curricula of the 

College of Arts and Sciences (or the equivalents accepted for transfer credit from other 

institutions) are eligible for election. 

Dean’s List 

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, full-time students who enter the University as first-time, first-

year students beginning in fall 2010 must meet the following requirement: 

• A 3.500 grade point average with no grade lower than a C and enrollment in at least 12 

hours of letter-grade credit, exclusive of physical education activities (PHYA) courses. 

The grade point average is based on the grades received and recorded by the Office of the 

University Registrar at the time the Dean’s List is published. No changes are permitted to the 

Dean’s List after that date. 
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Honors Laureate 

At the end of your four years with us, and after completing all program requirements, you’ll 

graduate from UNC as an Honors Carolina Laureate, a distinction that signifies your commitment 

to excellence!  

We’ll celebrate with you and your family at a reception in Graham Memorial following the 

commencement ceremony. 

 

Ohio State University 
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More than 20,000 Ohio State students named to dean’s list in spring term 

Nearly 21,000 students earned top academic honors at The Ohio State University during the 

spring semester. 

In addition, more than 12,000 received degrees at the university’s spring commencement in 

May, including 435 doctoral, 652 professional, 1,923 master’s and 9,096 bachelor’s and associate 

degrees and certificates. 

https://rise.articulate.com/share/SwgtXD8pSygVeuhR5KgpxGg6zh94Oa43#/lessons/RAiPmIpK54pH_MnhaDJf8bgpMoQeHCnZ
https://rise.articulate.com/share/SwgtXD8pSygVeuhR5KgpxGg6zh94Oa43#/lessons/RAiPmIpK54pH_MnhaDJf8bgpMoQeHCnZ
https://news.osu.edu/more-than-20000-ohio-state-students-named-to-deans-list-in-spring-term/
https://dataviz.rae.osu.edu/t/public/views/DegreesConferredList/OhioResidentsbyCounty?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n
https://news.osu.edu/graduates-urged-to-change-the-world-at-ohio-state-commencement/


The spring 2023 dean’s list recognizes 20,861 students: 16,071 Ohio students and 4,790 non-

resident students, including 1,142 whose permanent address is not in the United States. 

Criteria for the dean’s list varies by college. It is usually based on the GPA for that specific term 

and the number of credit hours taken. Many colleges require a minimum of 12 graded credit 

hours with a 3.5 GPA or higher. 

Students may choose not to have their names released under the provisions of the Federal 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. Their names have been excluded from the 

lists. 

 

Ohio State University 

https://honors-scholars.osu.edu/honors  

University Honors Program 

The University Honors Program promotes the intellectual and personal development of 

undergraduate students through an enriched academic experience and integration of curricular 

and co-curricular programming. 

Benefits 

A. Take advantage of Honors status in 200+ majors across campus. 

B. Choose from more than 350 sections of Honors classes, averaging fewer than 25 students each. 

C. Pursue original research and write an Honors thesis under the guidance of a faculty member. 

D. Graduate “with Honors” and/or “with Honors Research Distinction” on your diploma. 

E. Opportunity to live in three designated Honors learning communities. 

F. Receive university-level priority course scheduling to meet your Honors requirements. 

 

Pennsylvania State University 
https://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/G-8-deans-list.html  

Dean’s List 

Undergraduate students who consistently achieve academic excellence are named to the Dean's 

List in accordance with the following full-time and part-time enrollment criteria:  

1. Criteria for Full-time Students 

Achievement of a one-semester grade point average of 3.50 or above for enrollment in a course 

load of 12 or more credits. 

2. Criteria for Part-time Students 

https://dataviz.rae.osu.edu/t/public/views/DeansList/OhioResidentsbyCounty?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n
https://honors-scholars.osu.edu/honors
https://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/G-8-deans-list.html


Students enrolled for fewer than 12 credits each semester for two or more consecutive 

semesters are considered part-time students for purposes of Dean's List recognition. 

Appointment to the Dean's List is made when: 

a. A minimum total of 12 credits are completed; and, 

b. Grades in the courses across these combined semesters result in a grade point average of 

3.50 or higher.  

Dean's List status for part-time students is recorded on the most recently completed semester 

during which all cumulative criteria were met. Once awarded, the calculation for additional 

recognition begins anew. 

For All Students: 

3. In all cases, Satisfactory-Unsatisfactory courses and Audit courses are not included in the 

determination of grade point average or credit load. 

4. A list of students eligible for appointment to the Dean's List will be provided by the Registrar 

each semester to each college and to the Division of Undergraduate Studies. 

5. A Dean's List notation for the appropriate semester will appear on the student's grade report 

and on the student's academic record. 

6. A student found in violation of academic integrity is ineligible for appointment to the Dean's 

List for the semester or, for part-time students, the 12-credit cumulative period, during which 

the violation occurred. 

 

Pennsylvania State University 

https://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/O-4-graduating-with-distinction.html  

Graduation with Distinction 

1. The cut-off grade point averages for the Cum Laude, Magna cum Laude, and Summa cum 

Laude categories will be determined annually by the University Registrar for each college 

based on the previous year's graduates in a college. 

2. A student's distinction level is determined based on the final cumulative grade point average 

in the semester in which the student's degree is conferred.  Preliminary distinction (based on 

the cumulative grade point average as of the semester prior to degree conferral) may be 

acknowledged at the commencement ceremony.  If such acknowledgement is accomplished 

by a notation in the printed commencement program, the following statement must be 

included in the program: 

"Subject to completion of all degree requirements and satisfaction of minimum criteria, 

distinction may be conferred as indicated upon the individuals listed herein and upon such 

others as may meet the requirements." 

If preliminary distinction is announced at the ceremony, then the students should be referred to 

as "candidates for distinction." 

https://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/O-4-graduating-with-distinction.html


3. Colleges having a small number of graduates will be handled on an individual basis through 

consultation between the University Registrar and the college. 

 

Pennsylvania State University 

https://www.shc.psu.edu/academics/requirements/  

Honors Requirements 

To remain in good standing and retain the benefits of being a Scholar in the Schreyer Honors 

College, you must meet minimum GPA requirements, honors course and credit requirements, 

and submission deadlines for required forms. The requirements are determined by your year of 

entry into the College. 

First-Year Admits 

Scholars admitted to the Schreyer Honors College as first-year students must: 

• Enroll in and pass, with a grade of C or higher, ENGL/CAS 137H/138T during your first two 

semesters 

• Maintain a semester and cumulative GPA of at least 3.40 

• Submit the Schreyer Plan 

• Complete 21 honors credits during your first and second years (includes ENGL/CAS 

137H/138T) 

• Complete 14 honors credits during your third and fourth years 

• Submit an approved honors thesis, meeting all thesis requirements and deadlines 

Second-Year Admits (including Paterno Fellows) 

Scholars admitted to the Schreyer Honors College as second-year students must:. 

• Maintain a semester and cumulative GPA of at least 3.40 

• Submit the Schreyer Plan 

• Complete 9 honors credits during your second year 

• Complete 14 honors credits during your third and fourth years 

• Submit an approved honors thesis, meeting all thesis requirements and deadlines 

Third-Year Admits (including Paterno Fellows) 

Scholars admitted to the Schreyer Honors College as third-year students must: 

• Maintain a semester and cumulative GPA of at least 3.40 

• Submit the Schreyer Plan 

• Complete 14 honors credits during your third and fourth years 

• Submit an approved honors thesis, meeting all thesis requirements and deadlines 

https://www.shc.psu.edu/academics/requirements/
https://www.shc.psu.edu/srs
https://www.shc.psu.edu/academics/thesis
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https://www.shc.psu.edu/srs
https://www.shc.psu.edu/academics/thesis


Graduating with Honors 

To graduate with honors, you must ensure that you have followed the requirements and 

recommendations below. 

• File Your Intent to Graduate 

File your intent to graduate with the Schreyer Honors College and the Office of the 

University Registrar 

• Check Your Graduation Requirements 

Regularly check your Degree Audit for honors credit requirements 

• Update Contact Information 

Make sure that your contact information is kept up to date so you can receive all graduation 

information from the Schreyer Honors College and Penn State. You can update your contact 

information at any time via LionPath. 

 

Texas A&M University 
https://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule11/  

Distinguished Students 

An undergraduate student who completes a semester schedule of at least 15 hours or a summer 

session schedule of at least 12 hours with no grade lower than C and with a grade point average 

of not less than 3.5 for the semester or for a summer session shall be designated “distinguished 

student.” A student who, under the same circumstances, achieves a grade point average of at 

least 3.75 also shall be designated as a member of the “dean’s honor roll.” First semester 

freshmen must complete a semester schedule of at least 15 hours with no grade lower than a 

“C,” no Q-drops and with a grade point average of not less than 3.5 for “distinguished student” 

designation and a 3.75 for “dean’s honor roll.” Official notification of these designations will be 

issued to the student by the Dean or designee of the student’s college. The hours earned with a 

grade of S shall not be included in determining minimum hours required for the designation of 

“distinguished student” or “dean’s honor roll.” A grade of I or U disqualifies a student from being 

considered as a “distinguished student” or for the “dean’s honor roll.” Grades of Q, W, and NG 

may not be included in the 15 graded hours.  Only undergraduate courses or graduate courses 

used for the undergraduate degree will be used in either honors calculation. 

 

Texas A&M University 

https://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule15/  

Graduation with Latin Honors 

Effective for December 2005 degree candidates. To be eligible for graduation with Latin Honors, 

a student seeking a baccalaureate degree must enroll in and complete a minimum of 60 

semester hours at Texas A&M University preceding graduation and have a grade point average at 

https://www.shc.psu.edu/srs
http://www.registrar.psu.edu/graduation/intent.cfm
http://www.registrar.psu.edu/graduation/intent.cfm
https://www.registrar.psu.edu/degree-planning/degree-audit.cfm
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this institution equal to or greater than that required for the appropriate category of honors. 

Course credit received by examination, and courses reserved for graduate credit only, are 

excluded from the calculation of the number of hours and the grade point average for 

graduation with Latin Honors. 

No Upper Division student found responsible for academic misconduct may receive Cum Laude, 

Magna Cum Laude, or Summa Cum Laude honors at graduation.  Upper Division status is defined 

as having earned 60 or more credit hours (including transfer hours and advanced placement 

credits) on the date of the violation.  This sanction is automatic upon a finding of academic 

misconduct, and is imposed without regard to the severity of other sanctions imposed by either 

the instructor or the Honor Council. 

Categories for Latin Honors shall be designated as follows: 

• Summa Cum Laude:  A student may be graduated “Summa Cum Laude” with a grade 

point average of 3.90 or above. 

• Magna Cum Laude:  A student may be graduated “Magna Cum Laude” with a grade 

point average range of 3.70 through 3.899. 

• Cum Laude:  A student may be graduated “Cum Laude” with a grade point average range 

of 3.50 through 3.699. 

Grade point averages used to determine Latin Honors designations are calculated during the 

final degree audit the day before the graduation ceremonies and include hours and final grades 

in courses taken during the graduation semester. Latin honors designations will not be changed 

after the final graduation clearance deadline. 

 

Texas A&M University 

https://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule16/  

Honors Program 

The university confers graduation honors upon a candidate for a baccalaureate degree who has 

completed a substantial body of course work through the University Honors Program or any one 

of the several college or departmental Honors programs; see listing 

at http://honorsprograms.tamu.edu. 

16.1 Honors Eligibility.  Students are Honors-eligible as entering freshmen or transfer students if 

they are accepted to the University Honors Program through a competitive application, or to 

another college or departmental Honors program. 

16.1.1 For Fall 2023 Applicants only:  Incoming freshmen who are not in an Honors program will 

be considered Honors-eligible if they graduated in the top 10% of their high school class or have 

been identified as National Merit Semifinalists, National Merit Scholars, or National Recognition 

Scholars, and have submitted a request to be marked Honors-eligible to LAUNCH. 

16.1.2 Incoming transfer students will be considered Honors-eligible if they have at least a 

cumulative 3.5 GPA from their sending institution and have submitted a request to be marked 

Honors-eligible to LAUNCH. 

https://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule16/
http://honors.tamu.edu/
http://honorsprograms.tamu.edu/


16.1.3 Second semester freshman, sophomores, juniors, and seniors (collectively, “Continuing 

Students”) may enroll in honors courses if they earned a cumulative grade point average (GPA) at 

Texas A&M of 3.50 or above.  First semester transfer students are considered for participation on 

an individual basis.  To maintain eligibility to register for Honors sections each semester, a 

student must maintain a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA. 

16.2. Honors Fellows.  The distinction for the University Honors Program is called “Honors 

Fellows.” To earn Honors Fellows, a student must meet program requirements, listed below. 

• Maintain a minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA* 

• Meet minimum co-curricular participation requirements. 

• First-year students meet requirements are met by participating in the Learning Community 

Seminar. 

• Continuing University Honors students need to attend two Honors Student Council events 

per semester, at least one of which must be designated as academic in nature.** 

• Demonstrate progress toward Honors Fellows distinction requirements by taking at least six 

Honors credits per year. 

• Make an annual update to their Honors ePortfolio. 

*First year students are not held to the GPR requirement in their first semester so long as they 

meet participation requirements. Those not meeting co-curricular participation requirements 

will be subject to probation for GPR in the spring semester of their first year. First-year students 

who do not have a minimum 3.5 cumulative GPR at the end of their first academic year will be 

placed on probation during the fall semester of their second year. 

**Continuing students who will be away from campus for a semester of study abroad or 

internship should arrange an alternative with an Honors Advisor ahead of time. 

 

16.2.1 To complete distinction requirements and receive the Honors Fellows distinction at 

graduation, Honors Students must: 

• Earn a total of 30 honors points: 

• Each credit hour of Honors course work equals 1 point. At least 21 points must come from 

Honors course work distributed as follows: 

• Breadth: 9 hours must meet Core Curriculum or graduation requirements as specified in 

the student’s catalog. 

• Depth: 12 hours must be in upper-division (300/400-level) courses or graduate courses 

taken for undergraduate credit. 

• Practical Application: Complete an Honors Capstone experience. The Capstone will be 

worth 6 points, whether taken for credit or not. 

https://launch.tamu.edu/Capstones/Departmental-Capstones


• Up to 3 points may be earned through Honors Experiences either designated by the University 

Honors Program or contracted for points. 

• Maintain co-curricular requirements. 

• Meet minimum 3.25 GPA in Honors course work. 

• Be in good standing with the university at the time of graduation distinction audit and through 

graduation. 

• Not have an F* on the transcript and not have been found responsible for an Honor Code 

violation as an Upper Division student. Upper Division status is defined as having earned 60 or 

more credit hours (including transfer hours and advanced placement credits) on the date of the 

violation. This sanction is automatic upon a finding of responsibility, and is imposed without 

regard to the severity of other sanctions imposed by the Aggie Honor System Office. 

16.3 Probation. Honors Students who fail to meet requirements for their Honors program will be 

given a semester of probation to correct any deficiencies. While in probationary semester, a 

priority registration time will not be assigned. Honors Students who fail to meet requirements 

after a semester of probation will be dismissed from their program. 

 

University of Texas-Austin 
https://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/academic-policies-and-

procedures/honors/#graduationwithuniversityhonorstext  

Honors 

Graduation with University Honors 

To be eligible to graduate with University honors, an undergraduate must have completed at 

least 60 semester hours at The University of Texas at Austin. Graduation with University honors is 

based on the average of all grades earned in courses taken in residence at the University, 

whether the courses were passed, failed, or repeated. Courses taken pass/fail are counted in the 

60-hour minimum, but only letter grades (including Fs in pass/fail courses) are used to determine 

the grade point average. 

The faculty of each college or school determines the percentage of the graduating class of that 

division to receive honors, high honors, and highest honors and the minimum grade point 

average for each category, subject to the following requirements: 

No more than 20 percent of the May graduating class of each college or school may receive 

honors, high honors, and highest honors. No more than 10 percent of the class may receive high 

honors and highest honors. No more than four percent may receive highest honors. 

Honors graduates must have a grade point average of at least 3.30 in courses taken in residence 

at the University. 

The faculty may adopt college- or school-wide standards or may designate grade point average 

and percentage requirements for each program within the college or school, but the percentage 

https://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/academic-policies-and-procedures/honors/#graduationwithuniversityhonorstext
https://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/academic-policies-and-procedures/honors/#graduationwithuniversityhonorstext


of the college or school class receiving honors, high honors, and highest honors may not exceed 

those above. 

Percentage requirements are not applied to August and December graduating classes. The grade 

point averages established for May graduates are applied to the following August and December 

classes to determine honors, high honors, and highest honors. 

 Honors High Honors Highest Honors 

College or 
School 

Rank Min. GPA Rank Min. GPA Rank Min. GPA 

School of 
Architecture 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.30 top 4% 3.30 

McCombs 
School of 
Business 

top 20% 3.50 top 10% 3.65 top 4% 3.80 

Moody College 
of 
Communication 

top 20% 3.465 top 10% 3.665 top 4% 3.865 

College of 
Education 

top 20% 3.50 top 10% 3.65 top 4% 3.80 

Cockrell School 
of Engineering 

top 20% 3.50 top 10% 3.70 top 4% 3.85 

College of Fine 
Arts 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.60 top 4% 3.85 

Jackson School 
of Geosciences 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.667 top 4% 3.867 

College of 
Liberal Arts 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.667 top 4% 3.867 

College of 
Natural 
Sciences 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.667 top 4% 3.867 

School of 
Nursing 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.30 top 4% 3.30 

College of 
Pharmacy 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.30 top 4% 3.30 

School of Social 
Work 

top 20% 3.30 top 10% 3.30 top 4% 3.30 

 

Each grade point average listed is the minimum required for graduation with honors, high 

honors, or highest honors. Because only a certain percentage of the class may receive honors, 

the average required for each category may be higher. 

In the McCombs School of Business, the Moody College of Communication, the Cockrell School 

of Engineering, and the College of Fine Arts, a student must have completed at least 60 semester 

hours of coursework in residence at the University to graduate with University honors. 

In the Cockrell School, a student may receive only one bachelor’s degree with University honors. 



In the College of Fine Arts, to graduate with University honors, a student must rank in the 

indicated percent of students graduating that semester from their academic unit (art and art 

history, music, or theatre and dance) and must have no outstanding delay of grade (symbol X). A 

student may receive only one bachelor’s degree with University honors from the College of Fine 

Arts. 

University Honors 

Each fall and spring semester, undergraduates who complete a full course load and earn 

outstanding grades are recognized by inclusion on the University Honors list. Each time a student 

is included on the list, their official record also shows the award of University Honors for that 

semester. The list is compiled at the end of each fall and spring semester; it is based on the 

student’s work in that semester only. To be included, a student must earn at least 45 grade 

points and a grade point average of at least 3.50 on courses completed in residence and must 

have no incomplete grades (symbol X). 

Students are notified on the semester grade report of their inclusion on the list. 

 

University of Texas – Austin  

https://admissions.utexas.edu/explore/honors-programs  

Honors Programs 

The University of Texas at Austin offers a wide variety of opportunities for students to pursue a 

rigorous, research-oriented undergraduate curriculum. If you’re looking for unique learning 

opportunities to feed your intellectual curiosity, apply to an honors program. At UT Austin, we 

have a range of Honors Programs tailored to foster intellectual curiosity and discovery, and 

provide you with a one-of-a-kind education. 

Honors classes introduce students to advanced scholarship while the programs offer 

individualized advising, exposure to a community of thought leaders and the opportunity to 

interact with professors and professionals driving innovation in the field. We offer honors 

housing for a dedicated living-learning experience and a close-knit community for students in 

honors programs. 

 

University of Texas – Austin 

https://catalog.utexas.edu/undergraduate/liberal-arts/academic-policies-and-procedures/  

Academic Policies & Procedures 

Honors 

University-wide honors are described in University Honors and in the General Information 

Catalog. In addition, the College of Liberal Arts provides recognition through the Dean’s Honor 

List and the Plan I Honors Programs. Students may also graduate with departmental honors and 

earn membership in one or more of the honorary scholastic societies open to undergraduates. 

Dean's Honor List 

The Dean’s Honor List, prepared at the end of each long-session semester, gives official 

https://admissions.utexas.edu/explore/honors-programs
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recognition and commendation to students whose grades for the semester indicate 

distinguished academic accomplishment. Both the quality and the quantity of work done are 

considered; a grade of F in any course makes the student ineligible, regardless of other grades. 

The Honor List is divided into five groups; according to the number of grade points they earn, 

students are listed under one of the following classifications: 

• Summa cum Laude (67 or more grade points) 

• Cum Laude Ampla et Magna (61–66 grade points) 

• Magna cum Laude (58–60 grade points) 

• Ampla cum Laude (55–57 grade points) 

• Cum Laude (52–54 grade points) 

Liberal Arts Honors Programs, Plan I 

Liberal Arts Honors Programs coordinates the various honors opportunities available to Plan I 

students in the college: the Freshman Honors Program, the departmental honors programs, and 

the Liberal Arts Honors Program. This array of choices is designed for students who seek 

flexibility and choice in their honors work and for those who want to pursue an honors degree in 

a particular discipline. 

The Freshman Honors Program gives selected students access to honors sections of lower-

division introductory courses. Each student admitted to the program is required to take an active 

part in three courses in the first year: Liberal Arts Honors 102H, The Idea of the Liberal 

Arts, Liberal Arts Honors 103H, The Ideas of Civic Engagement, and one designated honors 

writing course. The program serves as a preparation for departmental honors programs and for 

the upper-division Liberal Arts Honors Program. Students must apply to the Freshman Honors 

Program when they apply to the University. Admission decisions are based on the applicant’s 

demonstrated commitment to the liberal arts, test scores, high school records, and an 

application essay. 

The upper-division Liberal Arts Honors Program offers challenging and intensive interdisciplinary 

courses taught by distinguished faculty members. Students who have completed at least 60 

semester hours of coursework and have earned a University grade point average of at least 3.50 

are eligible to enroll in these courses. There is no application process. 

The requirements for graduation with liberal arts honors are 

• Graduation from the College of Liberal Arts with any degree other than the Bachelor of Arts, 

Plan II 

• A University grade point average of at least 3.50 at graduation 

• Completion of at least three upper-division liberal arts honors (LAH) courses with at least a 

grade of A- in two of the courses and a grade of at least B in the third 

• Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=LAH%20102H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=LAH%20103H


The statement “Liberal Arts Honors” appears on the academic record of each graduate who 

fulfills these requirements. The student may earn both liberal arts honors and special honors 

in his or her major department. 

Departmental Honors Programs 

Most departments in the College of Liberal Arts offer honors programs to their majors. Minimum 

requirements for departmental honors are 

1. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 

2. A three-semester-hour thesis or research project, or a reasonable equivalent, with a grade of at 

least B 

3. Completion, with a grade point average of at least 3.50, of the coursework required for a major 

in the field 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework counted 

toward the degree 

Each department may establish additional or more rigorous requirements.  Thesis coursework in 

one department's honors program may not be applied toward the requirements of an 

interdisciplinary program.   

The statement “Special Honors in (name of field)” appears on the transcript of each graduate 

certified as having completed the honors program. 

African and African Diaspora Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in African and African diaspora studies should apply to 

the undergraduate advisor for admission to the honors program at least two semesters before 

they expect to graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 is required for 

admission. The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. African and African Diaspora Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at 

least B in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

American Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in American studies should apply to the honors advisor 

for admission to the honors program at least two semesters before they expect to graduate. A 

University grade point average of at least 3.00 is required for admission. In addition to the 

requirements of the major, requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. American Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least B in each half 

https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=AFR%20679H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=AMS%20679H


2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Anthropology Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in anthropology should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program no later than two semesters before they expect to graduate; 

the applicant must be recommended by the faculty member who will supervise the honors 

work. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average in 

anthropology of at least 3.50 are required for admission. The requirements for graduation with 

special honors, which are in addition to the requirements for the major, are 

1. Anthropology 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of A- in each half 

2. Satisfactory performance on a comprehensive oral examination centered on the thesis 

completed in Anthropology 679H 

3. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Asian American Studies Honors Program 

Ethnic studies majors who plan to seek special honors in Asian American studies should apply to 

the honors advisor for admission to the honors program no later than two semesters before they 

expect to graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 is required for admission. 

The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the requirements 

for the concentration, are 

1. Asian American Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of A in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the concentration in Asian American studies and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Asian Cultures and Languages Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in Asian cultures and languages should apply to the 

honors advisor by April 30 for admission to the honors program the following fall. If April 30 falls 

on a weekend or an official university holiday, the application is due on the next business 

day. Requirements for admission are completion of 60 semester hours of coursework at the 

University, a University grade point average of at least 3.00, and a grade point average of at least 

3.50 in Asian cultures and languages. Students must complete at least 12 semester hours of 

upper-division coursework in the Department of Asian Studies before applying for admission to 
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the honors program. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition 

to the requirements for the major, are 

1. Asian Studies 678H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of A in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00, and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Asian Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in Asian studies should apply to the honors advisor by 

April 30 for admission to the honors program the following fall. If April 30 falls on a weekend or 

an official University holiday, the application is due on the next business day. Requirements for 

admission are completion of 60 semester hours of coursework at the University, a University 

grade point average of at least 3.25, and a grade point average in Asian studies of at least 3.50. 

Students must complete at least 12 semester hours of upper-division coursework in the 

Department of Asian Studies before applying for admission to the honors program. The 

requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Asian Studies 678H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of A- in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.25, and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

4. Completion of the Asian Studies degree plan, with the exception of Asian Studies 379 

Classical Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in classical studies should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program at least one full academic year before they expect to graduate. 

A University grade point average of at least 3.00 is required for admission, as is a grade point 

average of at least 3.50 in all coursework required for the major and specialization that the 

student has completed. Completion of Ancient History and Classical Civilization 378 or Classical 

Civilization 375 is highly recommended before applying for special honors. The requirements for 

graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the requirements of the major, are 

1. Classical Civilization 679H, Honors Tutorial Course with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Classical Languages Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in Greek, special honors in Latin, or special honors in 
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classics should apply to the honors advisor for admission to the honors program at least one full 

academic year before they expect to graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 

and a grade point average in Greek (for the Greek specialization), Latin (for the Latin 

specialization), or Greek, Latin, and classical civilization combined (for the classics specialization) 

of at least 3.50 are required for admission. Completion of Ancient History and Classical 

Civilization 378 or Classical Civilization 375 is highly recommended before applying for special 

honors. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the 

requirements of the major, are 

1. Classical Civilization 679H, Honors Tutorial Course with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Economics Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in economics must apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program before the first registration period for the first semester of 

their senior year. Students are encouraged to apply as early as the beginning of the first 

semester of their sophomore year. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade 

point average in economics of at least 3.50 are required for admission. Before a student registers 

for Economics 378H, the student’s thesis proposal must be approved first by the supervising 

instructor and then by the honors advisor. The requirements for graduation with special honors 

are 

1. At least 34 semester hours in economics 

2. Economics 378H, Honors Tutorial Course I, and Economics 379H, Honors Tutorial Course 

II, with a grade of at least B in each 

3. Regular participation in designated honors courses 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

5. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

English Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in English should apply for admission to the honors 

program prior to their junior year. Application forms and information about the program are 

available in the English Advising Office, Parlin Hall 114, and on the Department of English 

website. The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Completion of the requirements for a major in English 
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2. Completion of three or more upper-division English honors courses with grades of at 

least B+; these courses may be counted toward the requirements of the major; two of these 

courses must be completed prior to enrolling in English 368H 

3. English 368H, Honors Tutorial Course I and English 369H, Honors Tutorial Course II with a 

grade of at least B+ in each, resulting in the presentation and defense of a thesis judged to 

be worthy of honors 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.5 and a grade point average of at least 3.75 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

French Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors may apply to the honors advisor for admission to the 

honors program during the semester in which they will complete 60 semester hours of 

coursework. To enter the program, a student must have completed at least 60 semester hours of 

coursework, including 12 hours of upper-division coursework in French. These 12 hours must 

include at least one course numbered 330 or above. A University grade point average of at least 

3.00 and a grade point average in French of at least 3.50 are also required for admission. The 

requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the requirements for 

the major, are 

1. French 379H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least B 

2. Satisfactory performance on an honors examination 

3. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Geography Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in geography should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program no later than two semesters before they expect to graduate. A 

University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average in geography of at least 

3.50 are required for admission. The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Geography 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in each half  

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

German Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in German should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program upon completion of 30 semester hours; they must apply no 

later than upon completion of 90 semester hours. Admission is by means of a special 

examination; a University grade point average of at least 3.00 is also required for admission. The 
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requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the requirements for 

the major, are 

1. German 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

German, Scandinavian, and Dutch Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in German, Scandinavian, and Dutch studies should 

apply to the honors advisor for admission to the honors program upon completion of 30 

semester hours; they must apply no later than upon completion of 90 semester hours. 

Admission is by means of a special examination; a University grade point average of at least 3.00 

is also required for admission. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in 

addition to the requirements for the major, are 

1. German, Scandinavian, and Dutch Studies 679H, with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Government Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in government should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program in the spring semester of their junior year. A University grade 

point average of at least 3.00 is required for admission. The requirements for graduation with 

special honors are 

1. Thirty-three semester hours of government, including Government 679H, Honors Tutorial 

Course, with a grade of at least B in each half 

2. Regular participation in honors seminars 

3. Satisfactory performance on a comprehensive oral or written honors examination 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

5. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Health and Society Honors Program 

For the Health and Society Honors Program, students complete a two-semester (six hours) 

honors thesis under the supervision of a faculty member. Students interested in writing an 

honors thesis should contact the honors advisor, preferably in the first semester of their junior 
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year, in order to discuss plans for the thesis and begin to lay the groundwork for their project. 

Students applying for the honors program must have a University grade point average (GPA) of at 

least 3.00, must have completed Health and Society 301 with a B- or better, and must have a 

GPA of at least 3.50 in their core health and society courses at the time of the application. 

Students are also expected to identify a thesis supervisor at the time of application. The 

requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Completion of liberal arts and health and society requirements, except for Health and 

Society 378 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 

3. A health and society grade point average of at least 3.50 

4. Health and Society 679H, Honors Thesis 

History Honors Program 

History majors who plan to seek special honors in history should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program in the fall semester of the junior year. Application forms and 

information about the program are available in the History Undergraduate Advising Office, 

Garrison Hall 1.140. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition 

to the requirements of the major, are 

1. History 347L, Seminar in Historiography, normally taken in the spring semester of the junior 

year; this course may be counted toward the 30 hours in history required for the major 

2. History 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least B in each half 

3. Satisfactory performance on an oral examination centered on the thesis completed 

in History 679HB 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

5. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Normandy Scholar Program (NSP) students may substitute an approved upper-division NSP 

history course for the History 347L requirement. 

Human Dimensions Of Organizations Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in human dimensions of organizations should apply to 

the honors advisor for admission to the honors program at least one full academic year before 

they expect to graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 is required for 

admission, as is a grade point average of at least 3.50 in all coursework required for the major 

that the student has completed. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are 

in addition to the requirements of the major, are 

1. Human Dimensions of Organizations 359H and 379H, Honors Tutorial Courses, with approval 

of the student's thesis topic by the director of human dimensions of organizations, and a 
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grade of at least B in each half. Students will take these two courses instead of Human 

Dimensions of Organizations 379. 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Humanities Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in humanities should apply to the humanities advisor for 

admission to the honors program no later than the first semester of the junior year. The 

requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. A major in humanities 

2. Humanities 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in each half 

3. A grade of “Recommended for Special Honors” on an oral examination, conducted and 

graded by faculty members qualified in the student’s area of work, covering the thesis 

completed in Humanities 679H and a reading list 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

5. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

International Relations and Global Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in international relations and global studies should apply 

to the honors advisor for admission to the honors program at least one full academic year before 

they expect to graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 is required for 

admission, as is a grade point average of at least 3.50 in all coursework required for the major 

that the student has completed. The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. International Relations and Global Studies 678H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at 

least an A- in each half 

2. Satisfactory defense of the honors thesis completed in International Relations and Global 

Studies 678HB 

3. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

The requirements for special honors are in addition to the requirements of the major, except 

that International Relations and Global Studies 678H may be counted toward the major in place 

of International Relations and Global Studies 378, the capstone research course. 
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Italian Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in Italian Studies may apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program during the semester in which they will complete 60 semester 

hours of coursework. To enter the program, a student must have completed at least 60 semester 

hours of coursework, including 12 hours of upper-division coursework in Italian. These 12 hours 

must include Italian 365 or Italian Civilization 360. A University grade point average of at least 

3.00 and a grade point average in Italian of at least 3.50 are also required for admission. The 

requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the requirements of 

the major, are 

1. Italian 379H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least B 

2. Satisfactory performance on an honors examination 

3. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Jewish Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in Jewish studies should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program at the beginning of their third year; they must apply no later 

than the beginning of their last year before graduation. A University grade point average of at 

least 3.00 is required for admission. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which 

are in addition to the requirements for the major, are 

1. Jewish Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of A in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Latin American Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in Latin American studies should apply to the honors 

advisor for admission to the honors program no later than two semesters before they expect to 

graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average in Latin 

American content coursework of at least 3.50 are required for admission. The requirements for 

graduation with special honors are 

1. Latin American Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course,  with a grade of at least B in each half 

and approval of the thesis by both the student’s supervisor and the honors advisor 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 
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Linguistics Honors Program 

Upper-division linguistics majors who plan to seek special honors in linguistics should apply to 

the undergraduate honors advisor for admission to the honors program no later than the 

beginning of their last year. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point 

average in linguistics coursework of at least 3.50 are required for admission. The requirements 

for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the requirements of the major, are 

1. Linguistics 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least B in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours counted toward the 

degree 

Mexican American and Latina/o Studies Honors Program 

Students who plan to seek special honors in Mexican American and Latina/o Studies should 

apply to the undergraduate advisor for admission to the honors program no later than two 

semesters before they expect to graduate. The requirements for admission are a University 

grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in the required 

coursework. The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Thirty semester hours of coursework in Mexican American studies, including Mexican 

American Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course 

2. Mexican American Studies 679H, with a grade of at least B in each half 

3. Satisfactory performance on an oral presentation centered on the honors thesis completed 

in Mexican American Studies 679H 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the concentration and for honors 

5. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree  

Middle Eastern Studies Honors Program 

Middle Eastern studies majors who plan to seek special honors in Middle Eastern studies should 

apply to the honors advisor for admission to the honors program no later than two semesters 

before they expect to graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 is required for 

admission. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the 

requirements for the major, are 

1. Middle Eastern Studies 679HA, Honors Tutorial Course and 679HB, Honors Tutorial Course 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.25 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 
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Philosophy Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in philosophy should apply to the undergraduate advisor 

for admission to the honors program at least two semesters before they expect to graduate. 

Completion of at least nine semester hours of upper-division coursework in philosophy is 

required for admission, in addition to a University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a 

grade point average in philosophy of at least 3.50. The requirements for graduation with special 

honors are 

1. Philosophy 375M with a grade of at least B 

2. Philosophy 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least B in 

both 679HA and 679HB 

3. Satisfactory performance on an oral examination centered on the thesis completed 

in Philosophy 679H 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

5. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Philosophy 375M may be counted toward the requirements of the major; Philosophy 679H is 

taken in addition to the requirements of the major. 

Plan II Honors Program: Special Honors 

Plan II students who plan to seek special honors in Plan II should apply to the director of the Plan 

II Honors Program for enrollment in Tutorial Course 660H, Thesis Course: Honors, at least two 

semesters before they expect to graduate. A University grade point average of at least 3.50 is 

required. The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Tutorial Course 660H with a grade of at least A in each half, or a departmental equivalent 

with a grade of at least A 

2. Satisfactory performance on an oral honors examination centered on the thesis completed 

in Tutorial Course 660H 

3. A University grade point average of at least 3.50 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Portuguese Honors Program 

Honors will be awarded to students who successfully complete a significant scholarly essay 

(normally 30 to 50 pages in length). This project should be done in close collaboration with a 

department faculty member. Majors wishing to graduate with honors should speak with the 

department professor with whom they want to work. The requirements for graduation with 

special honors are: 
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1. Portuguese 379H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A. Portuguese 379H is 

offered by individual instruction. It cannot be undertaken before the senior capstone 

requirement, but may be taken simultaneously. Students who are admitted to the honors 

program conduct individual research on a literary, linguistic, or cultural topic. A faculty 

member in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese will supervise the student’s research 

and writing. A second reader is required and may be either in the Department of Spanish 

and Portuguese or outside of the department. Portuguese 379H is taken in addition to the 

major requirements. 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors. 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree. 

Psychology Honors Program 

Prospective candidates for special honors in psychology should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program during the junior year. Requirements for admission are 

1. A major in psychology 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.25 and a grade point average in psychology of 

at least 3.50 

3. Completion of the following before entering the honors program: Psychology 301 or the 

equivalent with a grade of at least C, Psychology 420M with a grade of at least C, and two 

additional upper-division psychology courses 

4. Consent of the honors advisor 

The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Thirty-three semester hours of psychology, including Psychology 458, 158H, 359H, and 379H; 

the student must earn grades of at least B in Psychology 359H, Honors Research 

I, and Psychology 379H, Honors Research II 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.25 and a grade point average in all psychology 

courses of at least 3.50 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Religious Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in religious studies should apply to the honors advisor 

for admission to the honors program by the end of their junior year. A University grade point 

average of at least 3.00 is required for admission. The requirements for graduation with special 

honors are 

1. Thirty-three semester hours of religious studies coursework, including completion of all 

major requirements 
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https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=PSY%20158H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=PSY%20359H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=PSY%20379H
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2. Religious Studies 679HA, Honors Tutorial Course Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at 

least B 

3. Religious Studies 679HB, Honors Tutorial Course Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of  at 

least A and approval of the thesis by the chair of the Department of Religious Studies 

4. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

5. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Rhetoric and Writing Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in rhetoric and writing should apply to the honors 

advisor for admission to the program at the beginning of their third year; they must apply no 

later than a year before they expect to graduate. Application forms and information about the 

program are available from the rhetoric and writing advisor. A University grade point average of 

at least 3.00 is required for admission, as is a grade point average of at least 3.50 in all 

coursework required of the major that the student has completed. 

The requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Rhetoric and Writing 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. A grade point average of at least 3.50 in the coursework required for the major and for 

honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree. 

Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in Russian, East European, and Eurasian studies should 

apply to the honors advisor for admission to the honors program during the junior year or the 

first semester of the senior year. The application deadline is one week before the first 

registration period for the semester in which the student wants to enter the program. 

Requirements for graduation with special honors are 

1. Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of 

at least B in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course is taken in addition to 

the requirements of the major. 

Sociology Honors Program 

Majors applying for Sociology Honors should submit an application to the Sociology Honors 

https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=R%20S%20679HA
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=R%20S%20679HB
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=RHE%20679H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=REE%20679H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=REE%20679H


Advisor. Consideration of applications for the fall semester begins on February 1st. Consideration 

of applications for the spring semester begins on September 15th. Applications will be considered 

until available slots have been filled. Requirements for admission are completion of 60 semester 

hours of coursework, a University grade point average of at least 3.00, and a grade point average 

in sociology of at least 3.50. Students must complete Sociology 302 and either 317L or an 

approved equivalent before applying for admission to the honors program; they should be 

enrolled in Sociology 327M and 379M no later than the semester in which they begin the honors 

thesis coursework. The requirements for graduation with honors in sociology are: 

1. Sociology 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. Satisfactory performance on an oral defense of the senior thesis completed in the second 

half of Sociology 679H 

3. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

Spanish Honors Program 

Honors will be awarded to students who successfully complete a significant scholarly essay 

(normally 30 to 50 pages in length). This project should be done in close collaboration with a 

department faculty member. Majors wishing to graduate with honors should speak with the 

department professor with whom they want to work. The requirements for graduation with 

special honors are: 

1. Spanish 377H, Honors Tutorial Course with a grade of at least A. Spanish 377H is offered by 

individual instruction. It cannot be undertaken before the senior capstone requirement, but 

may be taken simultaneously. Students who are admitted to the honors program conduct 

individual research on a literary, linguistic, or cultural topic. A faculty member in the 

Department of Spanish and Portuguese will supervise the student’s research and writing. A 

second reader is required and may be either in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese 

or outside of the department. Spanish 377H is taken in addition to the major requirements. 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors. 

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree. 

Sustainability Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in sustainability studies should apply to the honors 

advisor for admission to the honors program no later than two semesters before they expect to 

graduate.  A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average in 

geography of at least 3.50 are required for admission.  The requirements for graduation with 

special honors are in addition to the requirements for the major; however, honors students may 

substitute Sustainability Studies 679H for Sustainability Studies 374.  The requirements are  

https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SOC%20302
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SOC%20317L
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SOC%20327M
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SOC%20379M
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SOC%20679H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SOC%20679H
https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SPN%20377H
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https://catalog.utexas.edu/search/?P=SUS%20679H
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1. Sustainability Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average 3.50 in the 

coursework required for the major and for honors.  

3. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree.   

Urban Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in urban studies should apply to the honors advisor for 

admission to the honors program at least two semesters before they expect to graduate; 

admission is competitive. The requirements for graduation with special honors are in addition to 

the requirements for the major; however, honors students may substitute Urban Studies 

679H for Urban Studies 370. The requirements are 

1. Urban Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in each half 

2. A University grade point average of at least 3.50 and a grade point average of at least 3.70 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

Women’s and Gender Studies Honors Program 

Majors who plan to seek special honors in women’s and gender studies should apply to the 

honors advisor or undergraduate advisor for admission to the honors program no later than two 

semesters before they expect to graduate; the applicant must be recommended by the faculty 

member who will supervise the honors work. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 

and a grade point average in women’s and gender studies of at least 3.50 are required for 

admission. The requirements for graduation with special honors, which are in addition to the 

requirements for the major, are 

1. Women's and Gender Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course, with a grade of at least A- in 

each half 

2. Satisfactory performance on a comprehensive oral examination centered on the thesis 

completed in Women's and Gender Studies 679H, Honors Tutorial Course 

3. A University grade point average of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 3.50 in 

the coursework required for the major and for honors 

4. Completion in residence at the University of at least 60 semester hours of coursework 

counted toward the degree 

 

University of Washington-Seattle 
https://registrar.washington.edu/students/annual-deans-

list/?_ga=2.241221442.1733889953.1684968935-

561517483.1648747931&_gl=1*dp35zx*_ga*NTYxNTE3NDgzLjE2NDg3NDc5MzE.*_ga_JLHM9WH4JV*M

TY4NTA1MTgyNi4xNi4xLjE2ODUwNTE4MzkuMC4wLjA.*_ga_3T65WK0BM8*MTY4NTA1MTgyNi4xNi4xLjE
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2ODUwNTE4MzkuMC4wLjA.  

Annual Dean’s List 

The University of Washington recognizes students after each academic year for their high 

scholarship award and inclusion on the Annual Dean’s List. A suitable notation of this 

achievement is recorded on the student’s University transcript. 

Annual Dean’s List Criteria 

To qualify for the Annual Dean’s List, a matriculated undergraduate student must be pursuing 

their first undergraduate degree and have achieved a quarterly GPA of 3.50 in 12 or more 

numerically graded credits each quarter for three quarters of the academic year (summer 

through spring). Review additional information about the Annual Dean’s List. 

Annual Dean’s List Notation 

The official University record that a student has qualified for the Annual Dean’s List is the 

notation on the student’s UW transcript. 

Annual Dean’s List Recipients – 2021-2022  

The Office of the University Registrar has discontinued the printing and mailing of the Annual 

Dean’s List Certificate. Students who attain the Annual Dean’s List achievement are recognized 

only on this website. Only students who have authorized the release of Student Directory 

Information AND who have received the Annual Dean’s List notation on their UW transcripts are 

reflected here. Annual Dean’s List recipients are organized by campus. 

 

University of Washington 

https://registrar.washington.edu/students/quarterly-deans-

list/?_ga=2.68794961.1733889953.1684968935-

561517483.1648747931&_gl=1*y4d8zn*_ga*NTYxNTE3NDgzLjE2NDg3NDc5MzE.*_ga_3T65WK0BM8*

MTY4NTA1MTgyNi4xNi4xLjE2ODUwNTE5NjIuMC4wLjA.*_ga_JLHM9WH4JV*MTY4NTA1MTgyNi4xNi4xLjE

2ODUwNTE5NjIuMC4wLjA.  

Quarterly Dean’s List 

The University of Washington congratulates students each quarter for their high scholarship and 

inclusion on their college’s Dean’s List. A suitable notation of this achievement is placed on the 

student’s University transcript. 

Dean’s List Criteria 

To qualify for the quarterly Dean’s List, a student must be pursuing their first undergraduate 

degree and attain a quarterly GPA of 3.50 or higher in at least 12 graded credits. Review 

additional information about the Dean’s Letter. 

Dean’s List Notation 

The official University record that a student has qualified for the Dean’s List is the notation on 

the student’s UW transcript. 
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Dean’s List Letter 

Students are notified via email of their academic achievement and presented with an option to 

access their Dean’s Letter (PDF) for the most recent quarter. 

• Dean’s List letter format: Students must access their letter on a device capable of 

viewing and downloading PDF documents. 

• Timeline: Students have approximately 90 days after receiving the email notification to 

access and download the Dean’s List letter for the most recent quarter. Dean’s List 

letters cannot be retrieved following this 90-day period. 

• UW NetID**: Students must log in using their personal UW NetID and password to 

access and download a PDF version of the Dean’s List letter. 

Dean’s List Letter Delivery 

Students will receive an email with their Dean’s List Letter no earlier than one quarter after 

they’ve made the Dean’s List. 

Dean’s List Quarter Letter Delivery 

Summer Winter 

Autumn Spring 

Winter Summer 

Spring Autumn 

 

**Technical Troubleshooting 

Students who experience trouble viewing their Dean’s List letter should: 

1. Computer: Access the letter using a laptop or desktop computer as some mobile devices 

may fail to download the PDF. 

2. UW NetID: Make sure to log in with your personal UW NetID. 

3. Web Browser: Close all browser windows, clear cache, and log in again using your personal 

UW NetID. 

4. Submit a Ticket: Continued difficulties with accessing a Dean’s List letter should be reported 

via email to asawebteam@uw.edu. Students should include their student ID number, specific 

errors, which quarter, and related details. 

 

University of Washington 

https://registrar.washington.edu/students/baccalaureate-honor-gpa-requirements/  

Baccalaureate Honor GPA Requirements 

Seattle Autumn 2022-Summer 2023 

COLLEGE OR SCHOOL CUM LAUDE MAGNA CUM 
LAUDE 

SUMMA 
CUM LAUDE 

Arts & Sciences 3.86 3.93 3.99 

Built Environments 3.79 3.87 3.93 

Business School 3.80 3.88 3.94 

https://registrar.washington.edu/students/baccalaureate-honor-gpa-requirements/


Education 3.94 3.98 4.00 

Engineering 3.82 3.90 3.97 

Environment 3.81 3.91 3.97 

Information School 3.82 3.87 3.93 

Medicine 3.87 3.92 3.96 

Nursing 3.97 3.98 4.00 

Public Health 3.82 3.89 3.96 

Social Work 3.93 3.96 3.97 

 

Notes: 

1. Students must also earn 90 matriculated credits in residence at the UW and at least 60 

credits must be graded. 

2. Summa Cum Laude is the top 0.5%, Magna Cum Laude is the next 3%, and Cum Laude is the 

next 6.5%. 

 

University of Washington 

https://honors.uw.edu/about/  

Honors Options 

Students apply for different Honors tracks at different times in their undergraduate career, 

depending on their goals. Upon fulfilling the combined requirements of both Honors and their 

major programs, these students add the distinction of Interdisciplinary, Departmental, or College 

Honors to their UW degree at graduation. 

Interdisciplinary Honors 

The distinction of Interdisciplinary Honors indicates an undergraduate career engaged in critical 

thinking beyond silos — noticing how and why ideas connect across all areas of knowledge. 

Students join this track beginning early in their academic careers (mostly as incoming freshmen) 

and practice learning and leading as adaptive global citizens until the time of graduation. 

The Interdisciplinary Honors curriculum merges sciences and humanities to fulfill UW general 

education requirements; primarily through small, seminar-style classes. Experiential learning 

requirements guarantee development outside of the classroom while Honors’ portfolio practice 

strengthens writing, reflection, and synthesis across disciplines. 

Departmental Honors 

Students who delve more deeply into their majors through upper-level electives, research, or an 

extended thesis conducted in close working relationships with faculty mentors can earn the 

distinction of Departmental Honors. 

Departmental Honors is an excellent track for those who have been admitted to an 

undergraduate degree program and wish to forge close ties with faculty, distinguish themself in 

their field, and advance knowledge in an area of interest. Requirements and application 

https://honors.uw.edu/about/


procedures differ across all majors and interested students should consult an academic adviser 

within their department for full details. 

College Honors 

Students earn the distinction of College Honors when they integrate many areas of knowledge 

and ways of learning with deeper, generative experience in their chosen field(s) by completing 

requirements for both Interdisciplinary and Departmental Honors. 

This is the highest Honors distinction possible, combining all of the benefits of our 

Interdisciplinary Track with the benefits of Departmental Honors. 

Honors students benefit from unique opportunities such as: 

• Small, engaging Interdisciplinary Honors classes teach new ways of thinking & learning 

• Reflection to promote deliberate educational choices 

• Engagement in international study, community service, leadership and research 

• Close contact with professors & community scholars 

• Unique Honors Study Abroad opportunities 

• Honors degree noted on the transcript and diploma 

 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 
https://registrar.wisc.edu/deanslist/  

Dean’s List 

Congratulations to the high-achieving students named to the Dean’s List of their UW–Madison 

school or college! 

The Spring Dean’s List is published on June 1st and the Fall Dean’s List is published on January 

1st. This timing allows for grade reporting, grade changes, the clearing of Incompletes, and other 

end-of-semester actions. Students can see Dean’s List noted on their unofficial transcript and 

MyUW > Student Center > Academic Records > View Grades. 

Dean’s list requirements 

To be eligible for a Dean’s List, students must complete a minimum of 12 graded degree credits 

in that semester. Only undergraduate, degree-seeking students are eligible for and included in 

the Dean’s List.  

Dean’s List honors are noted on students’ transcripts, and students may receive a letter from 

their dean’s office. The University also notifies local newspapers around the country. 

Announcements are sent once per semester to the newspapers near the student’s home zip 

code. 

Each undergraduate school or college sets the semester grade-point average requirements to 

receive an honor, the name of which varies from school to school. Some have more than one 

https://honors.uw.edu/courses/
https://honors.uw.edu/reqs/portfolio/
https://honors.uw.edu/reqs/exp/
https://honors.uw.edu/faculty/
https://honors.uw.edu/study-abroad/
https://registrar.wisc.edu/deanslist/


level of honor, such as the School of Human Ecology which grants Dean’s Honor List or Dean’s 

High Honors, depending on the semester grade-point average of the student. 

My name wasn’t published on the Dean’s List 

Questions about a particular student’s eligibility for a Dean’s List should come from the student 

(due to FERPA protections of student information) and should be directed to the student-affairs 

section of the dean’s office in the school or college in which they are enrolled. Follow your 

school/college requirements link (on this page) to find their contact information. 

Some students have requested that some personal information, including name, awards, and 

street addresses, not be made public. This is commonly called a “FERPA hold.” Learn how to view 

and change your FERPA restrictions. Read more about the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 

Act of 1974. If you have a FERPA hold, the Dean’s List honor will be recorded on your transcript 

but will not be publicly acknowledged on this website or in announcements sent to hometown 

newspapers. 

UW–Madison uses the student-entered home zip code listed under “Profile” in Student Center. 

Some students choose to enter a local Madison address or other address that may not reflect 

their hometown. Learn how to find your home zip code in Student Center. If you have used a 

home zip code that does not reflect your hometown at the time the Dean’s List is published, the 

announcement won’t go to your hometown newspaper(s). (Also, not all newspapers publish 

Dean’s List students.) 

Semester GPA is not the only requirement that must be satisfied to qualify for the Dean’s List. 

Other requirements may include number of graded credits taken in the semester; cumulative 

GPA; and student level (e.g., sophomore) based on total earned credits rather than number of 

semesters at UW–Madison. The requirements vary by school and college, so please see the links 

elsewhere on this page for details. 

The Dean’s List can change from day to day. For example, a grade change and resulting change in 

student GPA could affect whether a student meets their school or college’s requirements. To 

reflect these changes, the list on this page is updated frequently. However, hometown 

newspaper announcements are only sent once when the semester list is initially released. 

If you believe you should be on this list, you have confirmed this with your dean’s office, and 

none of the above applies, please contact us and we’ll investigate. 

 

University of Wisconsin 

https://kb.wisc.edu/registrar/page.php?id=96537#honors  

Transcript – Understanding the Transcript 

Applicable degree honors will display beneath the corresponding degree at the top of the first 

page of each career in which the student has been enrolled. 

The language used to describe degree honors varies: 

https://kb.wisc.edu/registrar/page.php?id=96537#honors


• Eligible undergraduate students who have at least 60 UW-Madison credits completed 

(residence credits) and whose cumulative grade point average placed them in the top 

20% of their graduating class will have “Graduated with Distinction” indicated. 

• Eligible undergraduate students in the College of Agricultural & Life Sciences, School of 

Human Ecology, and School of Pharmacy who meet the criteria for Graduated with 

Distinction and rank in the top 5% of their graduated class will have “Graduated with 

Highest Distinction” indicated. 

• Upon recommendation of a department to the Dean, eligible undergraduate students 

who have not earned the Honors Degree in the College of Letters and Science may earn: 

o Distinction in the Major for outstanding work in the major and passing a 

comprehensive examination on that work 

o Thesis of Distinction for writing an exceptionally good or original thesis 

• Eligible Law School students will have the Latin honors indicated as follows: 

o Cum laude: a cumulative GPA of 3.35 to 3.64 on reported 4.3-scale letter grades 

o Magna cum laude: a cumulative GPA of 3.65 to 3.84 on reported 4.3-scale letter 

grades 

o Summa cum laude: a cumulative GPA of 3.85 or better on reported 4.3-scale 

letter grades 

• Undergraduate students may also have honors posted recognizing their participation in 

Honors Programs. 

• The following honors programs exist at the undergraduate degree/major level, by 

school/college: 

o College of Letters and Science: 

▪ Honors in the Liberal Arts recognizes that a prescribed honors level 

curriculum has been completed. 

▪ Honors in the Major recognizes that a prescribed set of honors level 

coursework and a capstone project/senior honors thesis is the major has 

been completed. 

▪ Comprehensive Honors recognizes completion of requirements for both 

Honors in the Liberal Arts and Honors in the Major. 

o College of Engineering: 

▪ Honors in the Liberal Arts recognizes completion of specified honors 

course requirements 

▪ Honors in Research recognizes participation in a research project with a 

faculty member 

o College of Agricultural and Life Sciences: 

▪ Honors in Research recognizes completion of two research projects: an 

introductory project and a senior thesis project. 

▪ Honors in the Major recognizes completion of a specified number of 

honors credits in a designated set of courses. 

o School of Nursing Honors recognizes completion of specified honors courses, 

including a senior thesis. 

o School of Human Ecology Honors recognizes completion of required honors 

coursework. 



Term honor 

Term honor will display in the relevant term footer for undergraduate and law students. The 

language used to describe term honor varies: 

• Eligible students in the College of Letters and Science, School of Business, School of 

Education and the College of Agricultural & Life Sciences are given the term honor of 

Dean’s List. 

• Eligible students in the School of Human Ecology, College of Engineering, College of 

Nursing and Law School are given the term honor of Dean’s Honor List. 

• Eligible students in the School of Pharmacy are given the term honor of Honor Roll or 

High Honor Roll. 

A student who receives any of the above term honors is considered to be on the University’s 

Dean’s List for a given term. More information about term honors/dean’s list can be found here. 
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